Being: a true and faithful 


edunt of the Authors grounds for 
his leaving off the obfervatiomof theSab-* 
bath of the ‘Firft or Covenant: 
Wherein his Beam of Lecal-(ovenant- 


Ligh, is darknéd by the more cleaffhine= 
ing forth of Gofpel: and Truth 

Cowell a Servant of Chri 

Col. 2. 16, 17; Let*no man yen 7 


i ‘meat or in drink, or ia refpett of an holy- ; 
or of the new moon, or of the Sabbat 
which are a fhadow of things 
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TO THE 


| Chriftian Reader. 


Hereas it may ftrange 
to fome, and an ill 
improvement may be 
made of it by others, 
that I who fometime ap- 
peared for this Sabbath 


a Teftimony againjt which is born tn this Trad) 


foould now leave off the practice of it, and thus 
appear againft it: Let it be confi dered, that mt- 
ftakings are uot only poffible for, but incident to 
‘Gods people, whoin this life know but in part, 


and prophefie but in part, 1 Cor. 13. 9 
therefore we read, that though gave 


1} clear and exprefs order that the Levites fhould 


carry the Arke, Numb, 4.5. and that none 
but they fhould doit, 1 Chron. 15.23 yet Da- 


| vid that man of God; and all \{rael with bim, 


miffed it in bringing the Ark from Kiriatherim, 
carrying it ina Cart, 1 Chron 14 7, whence 


| it came to pafs, that that breach was made up- 
onthem, Verle 10,31. chap. 15. 1}. 


0 though Felus Chrift had given in com=— 
234): miffion 
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ya miffion to his Difciples to teach all Nations, Mat. . 


28. 19, to Preach the Gofpel to every Creature, 
Mark 16. 153 yet fome of his Difciples Preach 


to none but the only, Acts tl.i9: 
that not only have Gods people fometimes left 


undone what they foould bave done, but at 
fome other time bey bave done wi) at they ei 
not. 
And if fuch men of G as bees bithed 

at, bave thus mifcarried, it may not [eem fo 
frang e that I, who ( as Gideon faid, Jude. 

10.5.) am the leaft in my fathers boufe (hould 
miftake this matter. And the caution the A- 
poltle Paul gives, 1 Cor. 19. 12; worthy to 
be remark?d, Let him that thinketh he ftand- 

eth, take heed he fall. 

Infti ces mizbt alfo be given concerning ma- 
ny, of their pleading for tbat fomesimes, of 
which they have afterwards been albamed , and 
have publifoed their recantations for. But I 
fall not now {pend time in giving an account of * 
them; 1 only mind this, to preveitt the ill im- 
provement that othermays fome might be ready 


to make of this wherein I am conce cried , and | 


that perfous might by others harms learnto bee 


ware. For ¢ as one faith) There is nothing, 
more eafie than to err, and that thereis no. 


man but errs fometimes : whence it K, the 
ctution is fo feafonable, which the Apctle gives, 


Gal. 6. 7> Be not deceived, &c. @ caution di- 
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| T OTH E | 
Chriftian Reader. 

Hereas it may firange 


to fome, and an ill 
improvement may be 
made of by others, 
that I who fometime ap- 
peared for this Sabbath — 


( a Teftimony again{t which is born in this Trad) 
foould now leave off the practice of it, and thus 
appear againt it: Let it be confi dered, that mi- 
ftakings are not only poffible for, but incident to 
Gods people, whoin this life know but in part, 
and propbefie but in part, 1 Cor. 13. 9. 
And therefore we read, that though God gave 
L tear and exprefs order that the Levites foould 
carry the Arke, Numb. 4. 5. and that none 
but they foould doit, 1 Chron. 15.23 yet 
vid man of God, and all \{rae\ with bim, 
miffed it in bringing the Ark from Kiriatherim, 
carrying it ina Cart, 1 Chron. 14. 7, whence 
it came to pafs, that that breach was made “p- 


onthem, Verfe 10,11. chap. 15. 13. 
Soalfo though Felus Chrift had given in com- 
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 miffion to bis Difciples to teach all Nations, Mat. 


28. 19, to Preach the Gofpél to every Creature, 
Mark 16. 153 yet fome of his Difciples Preach © 


none but the Jews only, Acts Sa * 


that not only have Gods pevple fometimes lefe 
undone what they foould bave done, but at 


Some other time bave dene what they 


not, | 
And if fuch men of G a baie becw binted 


at, bave thus mifcarried, it may not feem fo 


frang e that I, who ( as Gideon faid, Jude. 


10.5.) am the leaft in my fathers boufe fhould 


miftake this matter. And the caution the A- 
potle Paul gives, 1 Cor. 19. 12, worthy to 
be remark’d, Let him that thinketh he ftand- 


eth, take heed Icft he fall. 


Inftances mizht alfo be given concerning 


ny, of their pleading for that [omerimes, of 


which have afterwards been albamed , and 


have publifoed their recantations for. But 


fall not now {pend time in giving an account of 
them; I only mind this, to preveit the ill im- 


provement that otbe fome mizht be ready 


to make of this wherein I am ebucerded » and 


that perfons might by others harms learnto bee 
ware. For ¢ as one faith) There is nothing 
more eafic than toerr, and that there is no 


m2n burt errs whence it the 
caution is fo feafonable, which the Apotle gives, 


Gal. 6. 7> Be not deceived, Kc. @ caution di- 
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Yetled to who defired to be the 
‘Chap. 4.21, And who obferved days, &c. . 

«dt 8 welll known bow men have cryed out a- 
gain Tt fuch us having fometimes ovened and prae 
Giced as treydo. and do leave off, endeavouring 
to biacken them all they can, that fo they might 


‘| by rendring them odious, binder them in their 


undertakings for God. The carriage of the 


‘Papitts towards Luther and others, have been 
famous (or rather infamous) herein. And I 


have not efcaped the lafh of the Tongue, inre- 
[pei of what hath befallen me imthe matter of 
Sabbath-keeping, &c, fome men (on the ac- 


count of my leaving off the practice) carrying it | 
‘towards me, as if thezr Tongues were their own, 


and there were none to controul them, But as 
Paul faid, 1 Cor. 4.3, Itis a {mall thing to 
be judged of mansjudgment. And I know 
the wrath of man works not the righteouf- 
nefs of God, Fam.1.20. And feldom ( if 
ever) is the iffue according to the expectation of 
Sland-rers or Revilers, And through the help 
of God, I bave been able to f{pread it before 
him, and to leave it tobim, who judgeth righ- 


teoufly. 
bave two things to peek litle to, and 


then I fhall give the Reader leave to perufe tbe 


The firjt concerning fome words ufed by me 


is amy Book , titled, A Beam of 
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fe The feeond concerning the of Self- 
fecking, that bath been laid in againjt me, on 


the account of my kaving off the obfervasion of | 


the Sabbath. 
Concerning fome words ufed by mein 


\ forefaid Book, about which Sabbath-keeper 


have kept no fmall defigning ( 


thereby to raife fo much duh, as, might prevent 
_ the difcovery of their foadowy Sabbath to be na 
appointment of Fefus Chrilt to the Chriftian- 


Church. The words I mind are thefe, That I 


did believe my beart was firongly ingaged by the 
Lord to fpeak what Idid, in that Book I writ 
for the Sabbath. The {ubftance of which words 


 arein the firft page of that Book, and in fome 


other ploees there are words of like import, 
_, which alfo by fome are infited on. 


Now do acknowledg, that 1 did verily judg, 


that the thing 1 practiced and pleaded for, was 


a@truth.to be owned and practifed by Chriftians 
inthis day, and therefore I [pake as I did. For 
Lunderftanding but little concerning the notion 

fometime before, when by converfe with fome 


perfons, and reading fome books, corrupt- 


ed in it, Inot feeing the errour of it, but taking 
it for a truth, did think 1 was taught it by the 
Spirit of Truth, and that my heart was ingaged 
the Lord to (peak, for it As who is 


there among ft Chriftians, that judg otherways 


of what receive umaer tbe notion of Truth 2 


So 
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thatthe words bave uo more inthemthan 
is virtually contained in the praétice of all 
Chriftians, that make any con{cience of what 
they own or pradiice, with refpe& to God or bis 
and my denying the thing now, hath 
mo more in it than what is alfo virtually contain~ 
ed in the change of any Chriftians judgment, 
| when they reject as an errour what before they 
through ignorance or inadvertancie, owned and 
_prattifed as Truth. 
—— And that I was miftaken in my hiideibbent in 
this matter of Sabbath-keeping, I do verily 
couclude from that Text among{t many otbers, 
John 16.14, where the Lord Fefus is (peaking 
| | of the work of the Holy Spirit bebad promif- — 
ed to fend to his which he faith, foculd 
receive of bis, and Mould fhew untothem. Now 
| gnlefs this Sabbath caw be proved to be of this 
complexioz, that is, to be from the Lord Fefus 
| Chrift ( which I couclude cannot be done by 
ei any); then doth not the Spirit of Truth fhew it 


4] For the charge of Self: feeking laid in a- 
-gainft me by Sabbath keepers, in my leaving off 
the obfervation of the § abbath though I freely 


acknowledg Ibave attained but 2 little, nor am 


unto any of Chrifts Difciples. Hethbat ander- 

taking in this work [hill be able to fhew that this 

) | Sabbath is Fefur Chrifts, and fo doth belong to 

Be | Chriftians to obferve, may well be accounted the 
if | Phanix of the day and age be lives in. 


¥ 
Ps 
ig 
+ 
4 
‘ 


‘Lable to fiuch as poff ibly fome 


thers may be, whofe attainments are great in 


Gofpeledifeover ies yet fo have I indeavoured : 


tocarry it, and particularly towards Sabbath- 
keepers, that I might give them no juft occafion 


“a for a charge of that nature. And they have in- 


‘fited on fuch a thing contrary to as clear 
dences, as ordinarily offer themfelves from the 
q People of Chrift in the prefent day, and that 
both in fpirituals and temporals. 
For as many of them, with otbers alfo, know 


intheir Confciences, bow [have ferved the Lord 


i my attained to meafure in the work of the 
— Gofpel, labouring night and day in the way of 
a calling, that I might make the Gofpel of Chriff 


without charce {2 alfo do they know, bow 
by Sabbath-keepers Ihave been oppreffeds — 
having oecafion to impley feveral of them, 


have been neceffitated ( to give them content) to 

_ pay them for their keeping their Sabbath; yea, 
—— feveral of them for feveral years, though they 
pretended to keep it in confcience tv. God, and 
whileft I ferved them Gratis. Aad mben at 
wasknown that [fcrupled Sabbath. keeping that 
— Lmizht cut off occafion from them that were in 
Communion with me. 1 did often in the prefence 
many witucles tender, that I would forbear 
ta Labour on their Sabbath ‘even as Paul faid, 
| ales 8. 1 35 be would forbear t to eat meats ) 
if it were my fothat might 
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I be to the of my to think 
of the Sabbath, as now 1 did: 1 now thinking 
at to be but an antiquated foadow, Iwould as 
to prattice keep it, that fo I might cut off ocea- 
fion from them. The which conceffion of mine 
would ferve to no purpofe at all to fatisfie them, 
‘though yer {uch conceffions are rarely denyed a- 
‘mong aft any that profe[s the name of Chrift inthe — 


\world. And I fincerely profefs, Ihad a defire 


ito proceed on in an abjtinence from labour, if 
‘that mould bave fatisfied them, that I might 
| Bhereby give an evidence of my not feeking 
‘after worldly advantages, in my leaving off the 
lobfervation of the Sabbath. But I am much 
perfwad:d now, that God withheld them from 
accepting thefe tenders. that fol might be wholly 
freed from the fuare in which been taken, 
However it may be feen by what bath been 
minded, what little ground they have to charge 


me with Self-feeking in this matter. 


Thefe things are minded, that the People of 
od may underftand the Truth, and God might 


the Glory, mot in way of flefoly bfing 
he Lord knowetb,. 


John Co well. 
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SECT. 
(viz) my leaving off ,the Obfervas | 
tion.of the Sabbath the Firft. or. 
Old Covenant (after 1 had been in 
the practice of ic for well-nigh Thire, 
teen years), 1 fhall do thefe Two, 
things: Firft thew what was leading ite 
Secondly, thew what was effe@tive ot ir, 

The things that were leading to it, were. 
fome of them more remote, others of them. Me 
were more ocar: thofe that were more res, . 
mote, were fo, not only as with refpe® to 
time, but alfo as to operation. . Yet were 
thee alfo ufeful in their feafon and kind, for 
the producing the Effe@®, Gc. 

And I begin with che Firft, And inorder 
to it, do give the Reader to underftand, — 


That ‘about of the yeas 1661, 
(ay 
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(my affections my judgment), 
my foot wasta ¢n in this Saar; and T be- 


gan to wanderin this by pa 
tinued “ not mecting with tie trouble I met 
after wards about it) cill the year 16645 And 
then underitanding into what mott defpe- 
ratc, dangerous, .and pernicious, Principles 
nd PraGtices, féveral Sabbath-keepers were 
I ~was greatly troubled. And tor 


‘many of the perfons; concerned, they were | 


no {mall ones neither amongtt that People, 
as Thomas Tillam, Chriftopher Pooly, Edward 
Shipp, Fox who in their Princi- 
ples. yea, in their Practices too, with 
{pe@ to their Converfation, were became 
vile with a witnefs. in theit Princi- 
| ples, yca, in their Practices too, as with re- 


to the Worthip of God were marvel- 


| Corrupted 3 Pleading. as for the Sab- 
| bath, fo alfo for Circxmerfion ( which they 


af alfo practiced ), and forthe Obfervation of 

| the whole Law: Yea, even to Offerings and 
| as may be feen in the Propofitions 
and Queries of Chriftopber Pooly, and Ed- 


ward Skipp, printed From which 
Piece of theirs Publifhed to the world, I 
{hall here infext forme few particalars, to thew 
how marvelloufly they were Corrupted , as 


I faid before concérning them. 


Concerning’ ‘thus they 
write, 
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i. prove themives to be tuch, ‘Kom, 4. 12. 


page by: Quefiion érhi¢h 
way of writing. by Queftions they rel us, 
page illultrate che things Afferted 
by them in their Peoppfitions), Whether if 
they. (fpeaking of the.Geutiles) thall enjoy 
Absahaw’s bictlings, they are not bound to 
Abrabam’s Covenant of Circumeifian ?. Geu. 
17. 9,.40,.30 the 35. And page 8, thus | 
they: further Quefiion Whether: the Gen- | 
tiles can prove their right to thefe _Privi- 
dedges inentioncd Rom. 3. Chap. 
being sncircumeized. (ceing that was 
Sealing-work of- Abraham's Faith ? Rom. 
Dig And page-12. They write further 
it, thus; Becaufe it sproveth 
Aay they) ‘Abraham's Spiritual Seed to be 
his: Seed,. inaffpuch as that was one of the \ / 
fteps of his Faith, in which Rep of Cercame- 
- fiow. his Seed ought to walk, that would 


fobn 8.29. 
the Re-building of. the 
Stone- Temple at Ferufalem, and the re- 
 ftoring the Priet-bood, Service and Sacrifi- 
ees of the Lem, thas. they write, psge 4, 
There fhall be (fay they) a of the 
Semple, reftoring all the Ordinances, 
and Service to (meaning ‘the | 
) agaim, tegetber with the Pricht-hoodand 
(WO, further, 
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it canbe proved that Chrift 
@ Satrifice for fins of ignorance or infimity, — 
| fiecbbabe Sacrifices of the Law were only ap- 
punted for ? or wherethere in all the New- 


Tehament any Probibition of Sacrifices for 
thefe fins hes which the Lord in 
‘the Eaws 

Concerning the howd of Conese 
write, page 4, There fhall be a dividing ; 
the Land of Canaan by lot to the righteous 
Gentiles who keep the Law, as well as unto the 


Tribes, 47. 32 For they are toenjoy 


st by virtwe of the Covenant of God made with 
Abraham om their bebalf,»Gen. 17. 5, to the 
45. And concerning themfelves, thas they 
_write'in page 6, That they are willing to de- — 
partout of their own Country, and to follow the 
Example of their Father Abraham, ——— 
Sceking their Inberitance in bis Land, as being 
right bews thereunto, refolving to fepe- 
rate themfelves from all perfons, even their near- 
ef Relations, that are not fitted by the Lord 
(as they phrafe it) te follow bim,—— knowing 
that no uncircumcifed in heart and fieh. sade 
any thet are unclean, fhall inberit ms part i 
shat poll: ffion of Canaan. 
4 Thus they write concerning thet. 
felves, as with refpc@ to their owning the 
-whole Law, p. 6, That they do univerfally 
sown every onc of thofe Laws given in 
Mount 
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4 Mount. Mal. 4,. with due | 
to time, and place and have begun .to.en= 


gage themfelves: thereunto. by 
by. lifting up their 
High in a Perpetual renant 

forgotten... Much morg do they ak souch- 
: ing. hele particulars; which for brevity 
Echere.omit 5) and, thall.iffue ghe. matter, for 
the.prefent coneexping, them, with this.pal- 


Lage of theirs, pages, which .ca ge As yery 
les and | tf Sab’ rath- 


not of the fame deracy with h them,, 
who are read y, at every tun change 


fuch ascomply nat hi them inthair Nee. 


tions, thar they lay fumbling-blocks in the 
way of the Jews, "hind their Conyerfi= 


on 3 and even fo do thefe infinyate. concexn- 


.and, {9 p3y, them in. theirsown 
want of ‘tbe Womans Seed, who keep the 
of nd. the F 
mult lift upa ar copley even for 
tall they fer themfelves with purpofe of beart 
to pratkice every part of the’ Law of God, thst 
they may without breach of any part, begin. 
ming in the right order appoinied by, the Lord 
bimfelf, which was Circumeifon, Gen. 17. 
12, 43; 50. For tt is not enough to own 
Nine 
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even thé’ Sabbath of Lord God: that ‘wil 


Out bearing teftimony apiinit theit, pertici- 


and ge enerally all the are thrown ‘a 
the’ of Ceremony. Ob bow fad 
2 thing will it be now tu this day (fay they), 
thar their infidelity’ ‘ahid bardnels of ‘heatt, 
Phould upon the account Js break 
the Commandments themfélves: 
tiers ‘to do the (ame? Thas have 
brief ‘decount’ of fome-of the ching t 


. fiewed forth themftlves in théfe me 
account of which I was {6 troub! as 


before Timentioned. ‘And T being fo'trduib- 
fed as I was, J could not well forbear, with- 
itled 


dus ways, whic id in a Boo 


Divine Oracles: Thou hotw 


T endency of ‘this Sabbath: 
fh Ypake for ‘the Sabbith, whi 
former ‘Work of that k (vj2.) the’ 
Titled A Beam vf (which 
hath fince proved a Reavy 
I héartily repent. of. I have good 
hope, through Grace, ‘that the rem embrance 
oF my mifcarriage thetéin will fo fan- 
‘ified of God to me, tac ie ‘wifl be ait 


fing this’ Eminent’ wating of Dire 


‘hambliog confidetation, to me whilft ive, 


SECT. 
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bove mentioned, yet 
| practice without much, ouble, 
till about the year 26683 Andthemtaliing 
noticeof the contefion that wasamongitSab- 
 bath-keepets in sefpedt of their keeping-ef 
their, Sabbath; T was again troubled,!; Jaob- 
aptnets i in ther (asut isin tog, ma- 
others) €0_cry ous) Difen- 
ting Brethren for being in! confufign! in) 
bylaw, (as it is pbr ated ) tor 
compliance with them .in-thein,/ Nations, 
whereas they 
fufion; aoc. more aw bp 
are the men Of theinindignation.. - The 
 fufion intimated was ‘about their, divesfe 
beginning, and ending oftheir Sabbath, 
fome ofithem beginning. to Sun-fec 
; on the Sixth day, and ta, their 
Jabour at San-feton the 
thers of themnot be ginning to 
ter at the imof the even- 
4ng-light ofthe Sixth day Chick isinown 
to be ordinasily amhous or more after Sun- 
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till aboug the fame time on the morrow, So 
that it maybe rightly concluded; that the 
one part keep part of the Sixth day, and 
part of the Seventh for their Sabbath, or 


He elfe that the other keep part of the Seventh 


day’ and part of the Firft for their Sabbath. 


And in the judgment of the one pare if 
they would judg righteoufly, and intent 


did not fway them) they mutt judg chat 
the others do work part of the Seventh day, 


Jand reft part of the Firft 5 whileft the others 


have the fame ground to judg concerning 


them, that they do reft part of the Sixth day, 


and work part of the Seventh, or elfe it 


mutt be thought that God did not fet 


bounds td the Days, that they might be. 
known in pn and ending. Or. 
-otherways as the complement of the whole, 


‘ft may be thoughe*thae thefe men do nor 
know the Seventh day from the Sixth, nor 


the Firft; and fo all the ftir they make 


the world, and with the Churches about 


their Seventh-day-Sabbath,fecing they know 
mot which is the Seventh day (as their’pra- 


demonftrates ) is not worth a ruth, 
but inftantly falls tothe ground, 


- And before I pafs further on, fome far- © 
ther inftance may be here ( I judg) {eafon- 


ably given, by which it may appcar, how 
that from the Principles of fome of them 
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( as well as from their pradices above mind- . | 


ed) it cannot be known which is theSeb- 
bath-day. For one Mr, Gretrix a Sabbath. 
‘keeper, who lives not far fromthe Town 
where Tlive, holds:.and_ pleads. that our 

Lord Jefus; Chrift rofe from the dead on.the 
Third day ofthe weck, the day we vulgar- 


ly call Tucfday, while the mott part of them 


hold he rofe on the Firlt, day of the week, 
the day vulgarly called Sunday. The reafon 
he gives for his conceit,] have here norcafon 


to mention. Which if it were true(asi¢ 


is manifefily falfe , Mat. 28. Mar. 16,2. 

Luk, 24. Fobn 20.46) then this Sab- 
bath ‘wereto be kept (if.at teatt we had any 
thing to doto keep it ) onthe day vulgarly 
galled’ Monday. For. its evident that our 
Lord rofe the very next morning after the 
| Sabbath,.as the above-mentioned Scriptures 
So that,if theit Pringiples 
be but conhdered, how Mppofite, they; arc 

One to, another, it caanot be gathered from 
them, which day of our week is to be kept 


‘for:the Sabbath-day, as. Ffaid before 


they make fuch a (ir about-it as they 
Some of them make {mall account of the 
‘difference that’s amongit in theimdi- 
vers beginning and ending of their, Sab- 
bath; yet without doubt. there is an open 


aad of theix Sabbath, 
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Cr) 
dheone hand or the other. Neither do I.nor 
cant Tfee that he that works at mid-day on 


feventh-day, ‘any more breaks their Sab- 


bath,fhan the one or the other of thefe may 


| be thought to do, For, firft, its without all 


peradvenrure that the firft and Jatt hours of 


the’Sabbath were as truly a part ot the 
as the hour of ‘mid-day. And, 
2. It’s not to be doubted, but that when 
God-appoinred Ifrael the obfervation of the 
“Sabbathe he appointed a direct beginning 
and ‘ending of the Sabbath. And thirdly, 


is n6t to be queftioned, I judg, but that God 


appbinted it in its beginning and ending to 


be alike to/all. Therefore now-{ce) it 


 Wére’but reafonable for thefe mento come | 
fo'a confiftency amonpft themlelves, before 


they endcavour t6 Obtrude their raw noti- 
upon others. And-before they make fuch 


and out-eri¢ agatntt brethren 


for diffenting from thems —efpecially confi- 


dering how many of them do make it fuch 


a corner-fione for Church-tellowfhip, that 


they not only dény, bot alfo cry out again 
communion with their brethren for'mot 
forming to them herding” 
But to retern to what was my concern 
herein : Though T was troubled about this 
their confufion as before I minded; yer I 
continued in the. practice of this Sabbath~ 
keeping 
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| deli ght more’in communion with’ them, 3 


bélieve "God di 
in otdet to my return if bis owh, time. 


forth ic The confi dera- 


ecping and yet pee 
ifs obfervation. For length o 
time having fo 1 fiveted it upon my tpirit, 


it was not without’ ‘tmuchado Brought 


Yet was T ‘to Inde the 


count of the things minded in the tor rs 
of thy diffehting' Brethren, and 


rp) 
the begining of ing the noti 
had beéh concernin the-wh bic, 
my hear, 
“And theréto confi déring this thu 
productd thy feribus of 
particujars, T,account chef 
chitgs to my Icaving off this Sab 


bath Ree though More remote both as as. 
| time an id Operation: for as yet Timade cons, 


ence of the dbfervation’ of this legal fign, 


OF asi is above T 


thus thingstiood With«me, aif 
bout the year 1671, and then thefad 
tendency | of this Sabbath- -keeping, more 


tion 


| 
at 
4 
4, 
‘ 
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+ 


my {elf ferioufly unto. And whereas | 
the things before minded did prove leading 


| 

‘ 


, 


tion of which (God gracioufly affiting me) 


to my leaving of this praGtice, though more 


remote, this was leading much more ncarjas | 


was more near for time, fo alfo for operas 


| Now that which about this time thewed [| 
forth it felf, was of a Sabbath-keeper,in the | 

Pown where! live, (and the hath more fel- 
abroad,) a Sabbath-keeper fo ftri@ in 
Sabbath-keepiy , that few others of 


them (if'any at all) do match her for her zeal 
therein ; who is gone fo far:in her owning 


of the Sabbath, and the Law,whence she | 
rule of it is taken, that the fhamesnot open- — 
y to difown the Gofpel, and the Lord Jefus 


hrift the Author and revealer thereof; and 


in the greatnefs of her Apoftacy and Dege- — 
meracy, denies the Lord Jefus Chrift to be 
the Mefliah and,Saviour of the World; ha~ 
ving caft out of her Bible the whole New — 
‘Feftament of our Lord and Saviour Jefus , 
Chrift difowning-all thofe Writings trom 


the beginning of Matthew co the end of the 
Revelation, having in her Bible only thofe 


from the beginning of Genefis to the end pf 
Malachi. | | 


Now when I came to underftand this, T | 
was put to avery great ftand. 
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froth Was to queftion, and 
following thereupon, to {cruple the practice - 
very much as who that fears God,and loves. 
the Lord Jefus-Chrift,can think but Ithould? 
henceforth decermined to call the pra- 
Gice into queftion again, and-to fift it 
throughly; which I did’ with confciencr, 
care and circumfpeCtion, determining not 
| tolean tomy own underftanding, which now 
I began to fear had done too too much be- 
fore,when I firft took upon me the pra@tice, 
as indeed I judg too too many do to this day, — 
that are yet in the practice of it, And that'l 

_ might find out the truth, the truth as it is in 

Jefus, Epbef.4.21, I applied my felf to him, 
and to an attendance upon him my Sove- 

- gaign Lord, who is made head overall 
things to the Church, Epbef. 1.22, inthe 
ufe of fuch means as I did then, and do fill 
judg was proper in the cafe, and was fui- _ 
ting with the will of my Lord and King. 
‘The which in particular is fpoken of in the 
of this Difcourfe. 

Some Sabbath-keepers concerning, Te 
matter before minded, have replied, that 
this proves nothing againft their praGice, 4 
that fome have fallen that are Sabbath-kee- 
pers. For’fay they, in our times, even as 
former ages, fome have turned away from 
that have not been 


4 


on, Baptitin, To the which. 


_ the Covenant that genders to bondage, Ga. 


14 ) 
that only profefled fuch things as we hold 
for. undoubted Verities, as Gofpel-feparatiy 
t an(wes, 
That in no thew of reafon can chee things 


though to be leading, tofuch Departures 


from. the Lord Jefas, as fome have been guil- 


of either in our times, or in times by-palt. 
thee. things we. have jn,the Gofpel, in. 


the Writings of the New Teftament, and | 
fo are to be proved from the words of our 


Lord Jefus, and his holy Apofiles (as if need 


were might be abundanily demopitrated) 


but for this Sabbath-keeping, these is nora 


word that may warrant the Churches of the | 


Gentiles, or any ove perfon: in particular, 
that from among, the Gentiles are turned to — 
which are the Scripture-Phrafes, Rom. 


16.4. A&.15, 19. and which. only reach © 
our cafe in this macrer.) to take up this pra- © 
tice, either from the Lord Jelus Chrift or 

any of his Apoftles. But ufually we are (ent | 


tothe Law, and fo,to Mofes, ( For the Law | 4 
mas given by Mofes, Joh. 1.17. ) and.fo 


Sinai, ‘and {0 to che fictt or old Covenan 


4+24,25- And here lics the danger, 


hence it is that I conclude, chat it is leading 
to fuch departures trom the Lord Jefuss(po- 


ken of before. The practice carsics in 
And 
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And thoughIdo verily judg,chat many 
Sabbath-keepers, that are turned (in 
of their Sabbath-keeping) from the Gofpel 
tothe Law, and fo trom Chrilt to Mofés, 
thereby expofing themfelves to great dan- 
ger, do yet not withitanding in other things 
Chrilf truly, and love him dearly, yet 
is the principle of their Sabbath-keeping not 
jot the betrer therefore.. God doth, an 
keep his Covenant-people from fuch a 
total departure from him, Fer.32.40,though 
they may, and oft-times do errand go a- 
ftrayand clofe in with thatthat makes work 
_ for repentance and the Phyfician of Souls. 
And indeed the wretched Creature ia - 
our Town doth not deny but that Sab- 
bathekeeping was leading to her,as with 
to her denial of the Lord jefus.: For, 
another Sabbath-keeper of our Town be- 
‘ing under guefiion ebout his Sabbath- 
keeping, went to queftion with her 5,.and 
among‘ other things: propofed this to her, 
Ds , Whether the thought that her keeping the 
Sabbath were leading to her difowning the 
Lord Jefus Chrift,,or no? and when fhe 
would not direGly anfwer him, (knowing, 
Tyudg, that he was under queftion concer-. 
it) he told her chat if he thought the 
practice were Icading, to fuch athing, and 


were of fuch a nature(or words to this pur- 


‘ 
‘ 
a 


| 16 1 
pote ) he would never keep another 
bath. To whom the replied, chat then he 
‘1 — would not be a Sabbath-keeper long. In 
i which words, doubrlefs fhe gave a fall inti- | 
mation of her mind, and of what was her 
Own experience in the cafe, | 
| Somewhat of a Itke nature,and as leading, 
to the fame thing, hath thewed forth it felt 
 * in others that may here I judg be feafonably 
inferted. And this not {poken of and known 
to a tew privately, bur publithed to the 
World by Chriftopher Pooly and Edward 
Skipp, in Propofitions and Queries 
if mentioned in the former Sections ; who in 
page the ninth of that their Book, {peaking 
ae of the Apoftle Paul’s words about Circum- | 


sf cifion, they fpeak as though he had con. | 
if. tradicted himfelf in what he had faidabout © 
it 3 fpeaking thus concerningit. 
> while (fay they) he faith, Ifa 
be eircamci ed. let bim not become uncirceum- 
cifed, 1 Cor. 7.18. And that circumcifion is 
not bing. — And yet tothe Galatians he 
maketh fach a bufinefs thereof, as though 
Chrift thould profit a man nothing that 
was circumcifed ; and more to this purpofe 
do they fpeak there concerning the Apoftle, 
which for { brevities fake | forbear to men- 
tion at large. That that is to be noted in 
me is how contemptuoufly they 
fpeak 
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fpeak of the holy Apoiile.in.thefe words. 
{maketh fuch a bufinefs thereof |, their words 
being fpoken ina way of contempt of him 
and of his words. Surely well might the - 
Apoftle fay to the Galatians, ashe did con- 


cerning the legal preachers in his day, Gel, 
4-17, (of whom thefe men are imitators) | 


they Zealoufly affe@ yous but not wells yea, 
they would exclude us (as it may be read), 
that you might afte@ them, And fo would | 
thefe men have done, if poflibly they could, 
as their words and actions did clearly thew. 
Werread alfo in Ewfebins Ecclefiaftical Hifto- 
ry, lib. 3. chap. 24, of che Ebionites, who 
noteth to have obferved the Fewifh- 
Sabbath (as he calleth ict ), and other Cere-— 
* monies of the Law: That they reje@ed the 
 Epittles of Paw! accufing him that he fell 
from the Lew: fo that earlier of laters no 
better hath it fared with. the holy Apeoftle 
and his Wajitings, thanto be contemned and 
rejected by men of this Complexion; yéa, 
the Lord’ Jefus himfelf now fpeeds no bet- 
_ tery nor the Writings of the Evangelifts, 
_ that give an account of his Life and Mira- 
_ cles, as is manifeft amongft usin the place 
| where I live, according to the inftance gi- 

_ ven in this Se@ion. | 
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SECT. lv, 


Nother thing that was leading to my 
leaving off this practicc, as a thing 


morse near, both as to time and operation, 
was my calling over and ferioufly confi- 


dering the principle of moft, if not all Sab-— 
hath-keepers; Which they plead for in their 


(Ordinary difcourfes, which they affert 


their preaching in their Affemblies 5 which 
is alfo publithed in Print to the view of the 
world, by Mr. Edward Stennet and Mr. | 
William Sallers have feen), which is 


of the penalty of death its being in force, 


for the prophaning the Sabbath (as they 
phrafeit). Itstruc, I had knowledg of this 
Principle being owned by many of them, 


while I went on without f{cruple in the pra- 
—Gice of Sabbath-keeping : yea, I had read 


Mr, Stennet’s Book, Titled The feventh-day 
is the Sabbath : wherein its ftated and plea- 


ded, Bur my foul was not fo in 


confideration of the thing, as it hath been 


fince Tcame under fcruples concerning, it. 
And I folemnly profefs, I cannot but won- 
der how any man, having any, even the 
leaft fear of God before his eyes, or upon 


his speaeta ould give any, even the leaft en- 
tertainment 
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to fach a'défperate and fangui- 


nary Principle. For'verily chreatnings and 
flaughters are breathed forth in it, againft ~ 
the Difciples of the Lord Jefus; as ever they» 


were by Saal, Ads 9. 1. 


Now ia chat Mr. Stennet hath | fpoken 


fomewhat particularly concerning the ching, 
-T jadg it meet to confider what he hath of- 


fered in the café :* and in that he hath prin- 


ted and publifhed his Notion to the world, 
he éannot think it much (I judg) for any 


_ fo to do, ‘Afid in that it had a great infla- 


éfict upon my fpirit, and was fo leading to 
my léaving off the pratice of this Sabbath- 
keeping, as it was, it will not be thoughe 
tuch by confiderate men (I judg) if Ido 
touch upon it, though I acknowledg it to be 
an unpleafant ftring, whereinasocca- 


fion offers it felf; 1 (hall Speak fornewhat 
fotowhat Mr. Sellers offers touching the 


fatic thing. And I thall begin with that 
notable {pcculation of Mr. Stennets; pag. 
$9, of the foreméntioned Book, wheré he | 
faith; That all tbe Ten Commandments bad'the — 
penalty of death annexcd to them to be inflicted 


q bythe Magiftrate, which (he faith) # am epi- 


dint diftindion between moral Laws and Laws 
Gevertonial: for there 4 not (he faith) one Cére- 


Law thee bath the penalty of deathup- 


om it to be infliied -by the Magiftrare.” 


Ca 
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pag. 53, he faith, In ebat the Sabbath bath 


‘the fame penalty that the other Nine bave, it 
convincingly proves the morality of it, 
Now bcfore I come to the matter in this 
conceit Tintend more ¢fpecially to fpeak to, 


Tthall {peak fome what concerning the word 
~ moral, that is fo much infifted on by per- 
fons of this perfwafiony who (many ofthem 


at leaft) in their ordinary-difCourfes, do ufe 
i¢ {0 much, as ifthey had learnt but little 


than the bare word moral, when as 


many in my ty, when they have 
{poke the word, have {poke they knew nat 
what, neither underftanding the notion, nor 
common acceptation of the word; neither ~ 
do their leaders (as I know of, by any thing =~ 


_ they have publithed ) offer them any help in 


this matter, though they themfelves ufethe 


word in their writings very oft, as if with 


re{[pe& co their Sabbath (about which itis 
fo much ufed), the term would prove the 
on mature deliberation it feems 
firange to me, that they do not {peak fome- 
thing of it. Taat their followers 
might not {peak (in their. peaking fo much 
of it ) they know not ‘what. And Secondly, 


It were bur readfonable, feeing it is nota 


Scripture. word, that they thould fpeak to 


word 


ity giving fome account not, only of the 
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ule of the word, for many will not eafily be 


21) 
word they ufe fo much, but alfo for 


 perfwaded that they ‘have a liberty beyond: 
other men in the ule of words in their dife | 
covery of their notions... Thirdly, For that: 
they make fuch a ftir with othermenin their 
anfwering their writings about of 
words, frequently concluding, that what 
againft their Principle, is not according, 
form of found words, Which, of 3 
found words, is to be. underitoad) of Scrip~: 
ture words. Now it is but r@afonable iny 
that they infift fo'much, upon; this. words: 
which is not a Scripture (but was) 
into the difcourfes of Ghriftianity, 
Popifh School- -men, from: the Schools of: 
 Philofophers, and. fome Learned, menthink | 
it had,been, well if ebey had never done itds> 
that they, take careyto open their meaning . 
inotheir fo much, jufing che wordgy.left it. 
fhould be thought by -fome, tbatithep 
about herein, to through Philéfo) 


phy, Oc, againit whicho Ghriftiane abercaus 
tioned, Col. 2.8. Fourthly, In that,.in 


judginent of fome of thems, is aubattervof 
very great. importance great, that itis | 
very dangerous to. abouté. OFoer 
Sallers faith,-( it he-be in thisto be:be- » 
, liewed) page 45, ‘of his ¢xamination-of Do- 
Ger Owens Book : That men may wrwell talk 
| C of 
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thaws that Of the Ten "Commandments, aud’ 
ot faon it will be proved.. Now if this be 


knowing about the>word, they’ 
may not mifcarry about a: matter of fuch 
moment-as this 6 now’ made ta. be by ‘thefe” 


met tranfgrefied epregiouily, as thai’ thew 


“not appearto me to be fodangerous a thing 5 
forthe: word noe being ‘a 


oft one another ‘as che 


_Englif, -where we ‘are told that ietig 
or belonging to good mariners; 
| A 


red is forme tes confined 


ted 
of mireGods than a of more moral Law 


fo, there had need to be'great heed taken: 
about the ufe of the -word, and the apphy- 
ing it to commands furnewhat had 
be offered by fome of them to informrhe: 


words; and if it be then hath Mri Seen-- 


Bion, & 4 
But all this: Mr. Salers, it 


a Scripture; word, 
men have talten the liberty 
fizeighten it ‘as they’ have feen. ground in 
theis'own wnderfandi rigs ifo to do and: 
hechertd have not mén that have: under’ 
ftenid'the Word as ‘well as ‘Salers; fo 


the. and its: figdification we | 
have’ in dur Dictionaries both Latime-and 


Las 


taints tomanners’ or beHavioer, | 


‘Precepts 
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Precepts of the Second Tablé (as they ‘ate 
commonly called). And if we confider froth 
whom the word was taken, (v/z.) from” 
Heathen Philofophers, as before was noted, 
were ignorant of the Worthip of God, 
it cannot well be fire¢cht any farther. But 
yet if it may be (as by many it is) applyed 
to matters relating tothe Worfhipof God; 
unto which Sabbath-keepets ufually apply 
it.: thén, riocwithffanding any thing 
fee in the fignification of the word» 
Sallers \eave, every Precept’ gived of God 
By Mofes to Ifrael of old was, a moral’Pred 
cept: forit did belong of appeértain théiy 
 good*thanners to keep and obferve a)! 
Cominandments, Statutes "and 
yea, toa tach of tHe Tabérnacte.’ And 
alfo i8every Precept by 
untohis Church and rearing’ fo his 
folemi Worthips for it belong? ord 
fains to-our good manners’ to 
things he 8°38 
But tor the word in the prefent ufe ot it, it’s 
ufually taken to fignifie all fuch commands | 
are accounted ‘invatiablé &nd perpetual, 
as being before the Law (viz. aS given ap 
the Law 5 ‘being the'fa ne fryer 


being the’famne ‘tier tt 

adminiftrations rhe Cfurch™ pitted,” 

from the begmning ofthe world ‘down ts 
| our 
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C 24]: | 
ourtimes, @c. many accounting all the Ten 
words to be of this nature (whereas many 
others gainfay it), yet with this diftin@ion, 
that Nine of thefe words are purely moral; 
iwhileft yet they account the Command- 
about the Sabbath, but moral pofi- 
tive, @c. but the prefent Sabbath-keepers | 
do not (as I know of) diftinguith thus. con- 
cerning it; but oft ufe the word on all oc- 
cafions,.crying moral, moral : poflibly for 
this end,(many taking the word to fignifiein | 
a large fenfe, that that isinvariable and 
 petual,) that they might catch them thereby 
(as ith in an evil Nee ), and without fecing 
the hook under the bait, might {wallow — 
down. the Sabbath the more cafily they ha- 
ving gilded and fugred it with this word | 
‘moral,;, when as.for all the noife, a principal 
ingredient ‘is wanting, (viz) a command 
— fromahe Lord Jefus for the obfervation of it, 
which fomewhat is {poken afters 
wards in the progrefs of this difcourfe. = 


Now. return.to the paflage in.Mr. Sten-, 

Book before.fet. down That all the. 
bad the penalty of death. 

annexed them, to be inflitied by the 
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between moral Laws,and Laws Ceremonial — 
there being not one Ceremonial Law (he faith) 
that the penalty of death it -tobe 
inflicted by the Magijtrate ; which if it 
(and fo it muft be, orelfe he is grofly mi+ 
 ftaken), then have we. more moral Laws 
than the Ten Commandments, concerning 
which Mr. Sallers faith, as is before fee 
down, That men as well > of: more. 
Gods than.one, as of more moral Laws than 
the Ten Commandments: And. ‘then for in=' 
—ftance, is that amoral Law, and fo accors: 
ding to the judgment, of Sabbath-keepers, 
an invariable and perpetual Law? given” 

Exod. 19. 12,13, where we have the Lord, 
{peaking thusto Mofesythe then prefent Mar 
giltrate, And thon fhalt fet bounds to the 
people. ronnd about, faying, take beed 
_felves that ye co not up insegbe Mount, ortonch: 


the border of ity whofoever toncheth she Mount’ 


fall furely be ftoned, or thot throughs 
‘it be man or beaft itfoall | 
Thatthis,.was the Penalty of Death, 


the word. evinceth, 


Thatit was to be inflicted by the Ma-. 
giftrate, isevident by the words, foal 
be put to death; , words frequently. ufed 
in that re{pect, Exod, 24+ 15; i226. 


£2, 13, & 34. 16,19. 
2I. 


rate; whiel{as he faith) it am evident diftindlis 
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21, For when death by the hand of God is 
 fignified, ic is fo frequently in thefe words, 
Shall even be cut off from bis people, Exod. 
30. 33, 38. Lev. 7. 20, 21, 25. 27, and 
4, 9. By thele words alfo it is mani 
fett, chat itis death, to be inflited by, or at 
the command of the: Magiftrate, Shall be | 
toned, Sc. See Lev. 30.20, 27, and 24.14, 
16, 23. Dewt.13.9,10,and 17.5, 6. The © 
very: penalty ro bei infli@ed by the Magi- 
{trate, or at his command upon the Sabbath- 
| breaker, Nem. 15-35, 36, and that forge 
hering fticks, verf, 32, which, as may be 
noted by the way, may give great occafion 

to fuch as now pretendto'keepthisSabbath 
to look to themfelves ; who, fome of them 
work weekly, as hath been made to appear, 
while‘othersof them pretend ro-keep the Se- 
venth-daysSabbeth:and then again, che other 
work while the fotmier pretend to kcep the 
Seventh-days Sabbath, And this is doneby 
 thenmafter many reafonings between'thema- 
bout itsfo that neither campretend ignorance) 
concerming the prattice of rheothér,s 

Now upon Mr. Stentlets difcourfe it 
roundly follows: Fitftychacthe Lawabove 
recited, is'a morel°Law.’ Secondly, chat. 
therefore we have more motel Laws than: 
the Ten Commandments, and therefore ac- 
| to Mr. Salers he is guilty 
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of ———-And Thirdly, chat*there are’ 
holy places, ‘as well as’ holy-dayg’ 
ed, and not yet again by Thomas Tillam and) 
“his confederates: r¢-builded); which as it’ |. 
interferes with what the Lord Jefus faith 
| of holy places, Fobs 4, 21,23, 24, fo doth . 
the ditcourfe with what Mr. Saller} faith 
But te proceed, I¢ doth not ‘appear to” 
me, though I have infpected it catefully, 
that about this {aid penalty, Mr. Salers: 
doth agree witly Mr Steanct, though he be 
pleading for hi, and for the pénalty.in his) 
Book Fitled ‘The Seventh-diy ‘Sabbath no. 
Ceremony 8, 9. For Stennet . 
tells us, phe evid-m dytinghon betweew 
Moral and Ceremonial Laws is,’ that the pee 
ndltyof-deatl is annexed to the moral Laws,. 
and that tbh? Sabbath having the fame penal 
ty that the other Nine bape, it convincingly 
proves the'morality of it. Mr. Salers, faith, 
That'thongh the Law of peualties (as he phra- 
futh it) remains, yet mot 4, par, ofthe 
‘Ten, ameither yet naturally, fabjiyned. with 
them; if thefe fhould fall, the Ten camld 
fund. To which"l keply, Iftie Law 
beChot naturally fubjoyned with 
the Ten wbyds 3 and if theft may fland.: 
without the-penalties, ‘chen how are thele 
penal, 
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penalties the evident diftin@ion of the mo- 

rality of the Ten words ? and how dothey 
convincingly prove their morality? To 
make thefe things hang together in good 
order, will require the skill of both chefe 
May that, that is the evident diftin@tion 
between Moral and Ceremonial Laws, fall? 
that, that convincingly provesthe mo- 
rality of aLaw, falls and yet thatLawasa 
moral Law ftand? this to me is meer — 
canting, and I judg it will not eafily be un- 
derftood by men unbyaffed, of as good ca- 

pacitics as Mr. Stennes or Mr. Salers. 

Thad verily thought, whatever had been. 
an evident diftin@ion of the morality ofa. 
and had convincingly proved itsmo- 
 gsality, had been fo naturally fubjoyned 
with that Law, that it muft have ftood with  ~ 

it; and that it had been fo a part ofit, as. 
that while this moral Law had continued ~ 
the evident diftinGion of it froma Law Ce- 
remonial, that that convincingly proved 
‘its morality muft have withic. 
be not fo (as we are nowin- 
formed it is not), then by ajuft confequence 

it will follow, that. if fuch a Law bein force . 
before the evident diftin@tion, @&c. before... 
that that convincingly proves its morality 
be added to it, then this moral Law 
{uch 
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addition, was but a Ceremonial Law: 
if again, this evident diftin@ion, 
fhould fall, then this Ceremonial Law, which - 
by che addition of this evident diftin@ion — 
was made a moral Law, may without its 
‘evident diftinétion become a ceremonial 
Law again. 

_ And upon the whole of the Difcoure 
this will follow by a juft proportion , 


‘touching the Sabbath in queftion, 


ing to thefe mens judgment, and Scripture- 
Recah That the Sabbath from the crea- 
tion of the World, till after the Law was 
given from the Mount Sinai, was but a 
ceremony. For their judgment is, That 
the Sabbath was inftituted in Paradice: 


And we read not of this evident Diftin- 
_ ion, as added to ie, till after the Law 
| was given to Irae! from the Mount Si- 
|| si, which is accounted by many to be 


above Two thonfand years. 
So that all this while,thisLaw of theSabbath | 


Cif at leaft there were a Law for it all this 


while) wanted its evident Diflin@ion, ee. 
wanted that that convincingly proved its 


morality. And many wife, fober, pious 
peaceable Chriftians do judg, it will want its 

evident Diftin@ion of a moral Law, That 
|| that may convincingly prove its morality, 


from totheend of the world. 
| As 
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As (for ought I can underftand ) ie hath 
ever fince Chrifts time ( which is above 
Sixteen hundred years ) in the Chriftian 
Church:. So that though the Womin 


faw mentioned Rev. .17. 6, was 
i drunken: with thé blood of the Martyrs of 
-Jefus; yet have I not read of any, whole 
blood =was :poured out fos: not keeping of 
a this Sabbath, 

But yet it this evident Diftingion fhould 


be brought in, men will be convincingly 
taught its morality: And will be madé td 
learn with a witne(s, the obfervation of 


taught the men of Suceoth, by the Thorns 
and Briars of the Wildeencfs, Fudg. 8,°16.) 


the obfervarion of this Sabbath: That if 
Wi Gods people will not keep this Sabbath 
herc,y fey fhall be Sent into anothet World 
to Keep a Sabbath there. _Concerning 


fidered and dwele upon, how that to live 
is Chrift, but to die is gain, it will {weetly 
calm the {pirit. Sorthat the Chriftian will 
fay, as Paul, AG. 20.24, But none of thefe 
things move me, &c. 

But Mr. Stennct and Mr. Sellers, both of 


tell us (if we may believe them), 


this Sabbath. By this evident Diftinction, 
by this that fo convincingly will. prove its 
morality, men will be taught ( as Gideon 


which, if Phil. 1.2%, be but ferioufly con-. 
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‘That the Apoftle Pax! confirms all the pe- 


nalties of the Ten Commandments, 1 Tim, 
1.8,9. Which yet if the Reader mark well 
the place, he will not find to be true. 


For the Apoftle doth not fo much as men- 


tion the Sabbath there, much Iefs the pe- 


>) nalty: neither can any fuch thing be ga- 
» thered from the place. For though the 
word Prophane be in the Text, unto which 
it’s like they have refpect; yct doth it not 


follow, that the Apoftie means Sabbath pro- 


phanation: For we rcad of Prophanefs in 
the Law, in other refpects befides thar, 


Levit. 18.21, and 19. 12, yea, prophane- 
nefs to be punifhed with death, Levit, 20. 
2, 3- So that the word propbane in the 
Text, proves not what thofe men would 


infer from it, ( viz. ) the penalty of Death | 


its being in force, as being confirmed by 


the matter difcqurfed upon, to the things 
contrary to found DeCtrine, according to 
the Gofpel of the bicffed God, committed 
to his truft. So that their Sabbath muft 
be proved to be of that complexion , or 


allthat’s faid, will amount co no- 
_ thing, to fatisfie fuch as are refolved to 


walk by that rule; which will be found’ to 


_ the Apottle with reference to their Sabbath, fe 
And if the verfe be but coufidered, 
we fhall fiad the Apoftle there reftraining 
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be a difficult task, let who will undertake | 
it. But before I pafs further on, I thall 
a paffage of Mr. Salers in this 
{pe&, pag.o, of his Seventh-day Sabbath no 
Ceremony; which here (hall but briefly touch 
upon, becaufe I fhall have occafion again 
to mention it: And ’cis this:. For omr not 
executing the penalty of death, (faith he) _ 
if we were Magiftrates , and yet Sabbath. — 
keepers, you may fee our warrant, Nehem. 12, 
15, to the 21 verfe. And this is brought ~ 
in, in the midft of his Difcourfe of the © 
penalty of death, its being in force now / 
in Gofpel times, upon the account of the © 
Prophaning the Sabbath (as they ftile it). 
As if the penalty could be in force from 
‘Paul’s words, 1 Tim. 1.9, 10. And yet 


that Text of Scripture, Nebem. 13, &c, bea 


warrant that Magittrates fhould not put to | 
death fuch as prophane it, @c. Thisholds | 
together like a rope of Sand; or like Mr. 
Salers pebble Stones in a Halter, he {peaks 
of in his examination of Dr. Owens Book, 
Page the 6th. And he that can reconcile ~ 
thefe fayings amongft them, fhall be ac- — 
counted a man of rare endowments indeed : 
And it needs not much to be feared, what 
he fhall venture upon, but that it will be 
brought to fome ifflue or other, earlier or 


later. 
SECT. 
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yUT though Mr. Stennet pleads for the 
penalty’s being in force, yet, in that 


4 


they do not execute it, he would not have — 


erfons think there is no reafon for it; — 


And therefore he gives fome reafons for it, 
_pag.§2 of his Book forementioned: And 
the firft is, becaufe they are no Magiftrates ; 


whofe work alone it is (he faith) to do 


it. To which I reply, That diffenting 
Chriftians may hereby fee to whom they 


ftand obliged for the prefervation of their 
lives, even unto God, and his wife and 
gracious providential dealings; who keeps 


‘power and rule out of thefe mens hands. 


At prefent we are liable to the lofs of our 
goods, for our diffenting from the prefenc 


 conftitution in fome religious obfervations : 


But were thefe men Magiftrates, our lives 


would lie at ftake, as Mr. Stennet 


4 
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The prefent generation chaftize us with 
Whips for our diffenting but were thefe 
men Magiftrates,they would chaftize us with 


Scorpions: So that by how much the life 


is more than meat, and the body than 
 saiment, Matt. 6.25; fo is the prefent per- 
 fecution lighter than theirs would be. 


And therefore diffenting Chriftians have 
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| 
ground to pray, From fuch Magiftrates good 


Lord deliver us. 
Now if what was minded before from 

Mr. Salers, thould be infifted on in this 

refpe%, That for their not, executing the 


penalty of death, if they were Magiftrates, 


and yet Sabbath-keepers ; we may fee their 
warrant, Nebem-. 13. I anfwer, that this 
cannot be judged by any that are unbyaf- 


fF fed, to be any other than a fhift to ferve 
the prefent turn; in that the times do not: 


favour them, nor their notion. For he af- 
firms the penalty to be in force, as well 
as Mr. Steunet, and infifts upon 1 Tim. 1. 
9,10, to prove it by, page yg, of his Se- 


venth: day Sabbath no C eremony So that: 


what he offers, cannot be looked upon a- 
ny otherways than a fhift, as I faid before. 
And it is a plain contradi@ion of himfelf, 
as well asof Mr, Stennet, who faith, That 
the true reafon why they do not execute 


the penalty, is, becaufe they are not Ma- 
giftsates, whofe work alone (he faith) itis 
to do it, as is minded alfo before, Now | 
if Nebem. 13, be a warrant not to ex- 


ecute the penalty, then fo it was before 
the Apoftle Pawl writ his Epiftle to Timo- 
thy, which yet was about Sixteen hundred 
years ago} as alfo it was before Mr. Sten- 
mets Book was Printed in 1664, or. Mre 
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Sallers*s in 16673 in both which Books 
the penalty is ftated, as to be in force, not- 
withftanding the warrant of Nebem. 


&c. | | 


Bat, if the plea of wilful offenders, and 
of fin of ignorance, as Mr. Stennet {peaks 
_ of,and of a day of ignorance when things are 


> out of courfe, as Mr. Sallers fpeaks of, 


fhould here be ftood upon, it will ferve to 


no purpofe ; for what in their judgment 


is requifite to make up this wilfulnefs, &c. 
is not once minded. Andif they muft give 
judgment in the cafe ¢as they muft, or 
elfe all. will fall to the ground ) then it 
may be difcerned by what is pleaded al- 
| ready in this behalf, what fentence will be 
given; which is, as info many words we | 
- are told by Mr. Stennet, That the lives of 
pertons will Hie at fake which paflage is 
| fpoken to afterwards, as alfo fomething | 
~ more of this talk of ignorance. | 
And for what is jnfinuated from Nehem. 
‘413,, as if the perfons there minded were 
ignorant, (as that muft be infinuated by 
Mr, Salkrs, or cife the quoting the place 
is impertinent) whence it was, the penalty | 
was not executed upon them: And as if 
therefore were they Magiltrates, they 
fthould ‘not execute it upon fuch perfons, 
is clear to the Scripture; For it’s 
Byki D 2 faid, 


= 
he 

> 


— 


_ tions, That the Apoftle who was a man of 


and exhorted the:People of God to follow 


Said, Nebem. 13.15, In-thofe days Nebemi- 
. ab fam in 
fes on the fabbath, and bringing in fheaves, 
and lading Affes, &c. And thefe he faw, | 


udab, fome treading wine-pref- 


were of Fudab, verfi17,18. So that ‘they 


were perfons well acquainted with the Sab- 
bath, and fuchdoubrlefs that had kept it, 
- even as their Fathers had for many gene- 


So that if the Apoftle have confirmed 


penalty, 1 Tim. 1.9, 10, Then this of 
Nebemieb cannot be a warrant not to exe- 
cute its orif this be a: warrant, then hath 
_ not the Apoftle confirmed it : or if the 


Apofile hath confirmed the penalty , and 


thisof Nebemiah be a warrant not to exe- | 
cute it, &c. Then by thefe mens princie | 
ples it follows, That Nebemiah and: 


are at odds, which is dangerous to con- 
clude: For it is to charge contradictions 


upon the fervants of ‘the Lord, in their | 
Writing the Scriptures of Truth. Yea, — 


moreover , it would follow on thefe no- 


peace, and preached the Gofpel of peace, 


after the things that make for peace, Roms 
14, was aman fanguinary in his principles: 


For he that-would nct have Chriftians judg 
one another about meats and days, Kom, 


: 4 
+ 
j 
e 


14. 1, 2,3, 4,5, 6, 13, would not that they 
fhould take away the lives of one another — 


fuch thadowy things. 
about fuch thadowy things. 
j 


Now come to Mr. Stennets fecond Rea- 
_ & fon, which runs thus; becaufe the light 
of the Sabbath (he faith’) is but néwly 
fprung, fo'that moft people are ignorant 
of it, and fo the pétalty*6f death doth rior’ 
reach them, But now to me this 
fon feems fuperfluous; for if they, cannot 
inflict’ the penalty till ‘they*are Magifirates, 
how doth he know but'that fo much time. 
might-pafs over them, ere they were, fuch. 
as might ‘ferve in the And it hie 
been wéll done of the Author "to have 
guainted us (if at IAM he knows 
what time might fufficé in this 
Ices either determined‘ in the 
or to’ human prudence’; if determin 
ed-in Striptire; it'might BE well Rave 
it made known by tell, if any’ 
 fuch there be, that perfons may 
whereabouts ‘they be; as to the forfeit 
their lives, that fo they ‘may Know 
it be lete to human’ prudence" 
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to the prudence of Sabbath-keepers, then 
they mult agree better about it than they 


do about the beginning and ending of 
their Sabbath, or elfe diffenting Chriftians 
may- be like to efcape the vengeance. 

_ And if the prudence of others fhould 
be taken in, in a Confideration of this mat- 


ter, it may pollibly be thought no prudence 
at all to take away the lives of any for 


not keeping their Sabbath. It may pollibly 
be thought to be no more prudence that 
any fhould die for denying their Sabbath, 


than that they fhould die for denying the 


Sacrament of the Altar. _ 

But Mr. Stezuet further tells us, that they 
¢an but reprove, withdraw trom, and re- 
thofe that wilfully profane the Sabbath 
but the penalty they will leave to the en- 


lightened Magiftrates, at which time (he 


faith ) there will be wery few, if any Sab- 


bath-breakers; for if men ( faith he) that 
hold every day alike, can conftantly keep 


the Firlt day that hath no penalty upon it, 
but the forfeiture of alittle moncy; what 


will they do when their lives fhall lye 


at flake? To the which moft defperate 


and fanguinary dictate, I thall return a bricf 


an{wer, and fo pafs. on, contenting my felf 
with thefe few remarks at prefent, though 
much more might here be fpoken. 


And 
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which is abolithed, 2 Cor. 3.06, 7,8, 11,12, 


-ftrate, (as he calls him) yet this will not 
help at all: For the Magiftrate muft be a 


giftrate muft execute the penalty, our Au- . 


drudgery, or be their flaughter-man in cx- 
-ecuting the penalty on fuch asdo not keep 


__But now if this (fo called) enfightencd 


and indeed fhould be found to be ablind | 
one, as being gone back from Jefus Chrift 


fo long before, of killing perfons for dif- 


I fay, reprove, withdraw from 
and reject, be all that they cando, then is 
the matter at anend. For though its faid © 
they will Jeave it to the enlightcned Magi- 


Sabbath-keeper, or he mult not; and ifa 
Sabbath-keeper (‘as how fhould he be an 
enlightened one in their judgment elfe? ) 
Then have not Sabbath-keepers done ail, 
when they have rejected, crc. For the Ma- 


thor tells us ’tis his work todo it. And 
if the Magiftrate be no Sabbath-keeper, it * 
cannot be thought that he will do this 


their Sabbath, fecing he doth not keep it~ 


Magiltrate, inftead of being an enlightened, — 
the true light, to Mofes with his Vail, and 
therefore cannot look to the end of that | 
13,14.  Andif this work cut out for him 
fenting, about a religious obfervance, (as 


thisis look¢ upon by Sabbath-keepers to 
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be ) be faund to be inftead of the. work 
of God, the work of Satan and Antichrilt, 


will the account be fad that they mutt 


give in the day of the Lord Jefus. 


- And furely if the Gofpel of peace be 


fearcht, it will be found to be no other- 


ways, Rev 1.10, and 47.6. For though 


a Magiftrate may take cognifanceof Mur- |@& 
der, Theft, &c. that therefore it concerns 7 
him to intermeddle in matters relating 
to the worfhip of God; becaufe he may | 


take cognifance of things civil, of things 


that relate to publick peace and tranquilli- 
ty, that therefore he may of things facred, 
of things relating to the worfhip of God; 
and that he may proceed fo far, as to put 
to death fuch as diffent, and fuch as diffznt 


‘about times which by the moft of Chrifti- 
ans, (if not all) is accounted to be but a 
—circumftanee, and not of the fubftance of 


worthip; is fuch a confequence that will 7 
ask time and skill to make good. AndI © 
think ic but reafonable for fuch as fhall 


attempt it, not only to anfwer thefe Scrip- 
tures, Pfal, 72. ‘J I 4. Ifa. 6, 79 and 


1r. 9. Luk. 9. $3, 54955, 56, and 22.25, 


26. Gal. 4.29, and others of like import 


But alfo thofe mainy.excellent tracts, writ- 


ten by Chriftians pafling under feveral de- 
nominations, affertirg and pleading with 
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that the Lord unto, Mofes , The midit 


41] 
great evidence for liberty of Confcience, . 
And this is very remarkable of our Au- 


thor in this paflage, That they can but 


reprove, g;. . (That is as a Church as he 


intends) the penalty they will leave to the © 


enlightened Magittrate, dec. That he {peaks 


_ the very fame thing in other words, the 


Papifts {pake concerning their pucting the 


Martyrs to death in the Marian days; for 


they as a Church did but reprove aod 
ject, (and degrade fuch as were Minifiers ) 
and then turned them over tothe fecular 
power, that is the Magiltrate, and then he 
put them to death. So that the thing is 
the fancy only varied in words, one will 
leave it to the Magiltrate, the other turned 
it over to the fecular power. 
So that by comparing it together, we 
may know its extract, we may know the 
fire of this dilmal Tooke putting to 


death about, and for diff. niing in Religi- 


ous obfervances in the ‘of the Golpl 


of love and peace. And whereas it’s faid, 
they can but, reprove. and ct, the 


penalty. they will leave co the cnlightened 


Magiltrate and that it is his work alone. 


to do it. The notion is forraign to the 
Text, were putting to death is mention- 


ed, Newb: 15,35.36-. FOr there we read 
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“with floner goitbout the 


bronybe bite 
a 


urch, 7. 38.) did 


declare or. if he 
one, as, another t do, ‘that 


‘wat al dught we, can 

“the place : So being his 
for: th ntance ty: the’ 
‘Kathor or ofr, to’ 
“peated ‘tn order the 


arifwet thé cifé of the 


lealt, mentioned Nawmb,, 15.) For: 
‘a word of fach ah offer to 
account. 


be atheritig fticks, 
éxecution.. And thé Divine Au- 
(“thor to the Hebrews tells Us, 10, 28, 
be défpifed Mofes law. died 
mercy under or shrde wwitneffer. 
ot it, comes in 
then the Covénant 
Mount Sinai’ the Apottle ‘el 
tel 
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who are. Sabbathe! 

only fuch.as having «his 
again, have off todos -bne 
fo, even. fach, as aever: owned 


shich, words, the Author: hath {poken/outs 
he sword iodeedsia., homenvend., shed! 
perfogs hayeino need: to: cainplain for want 
of information concerning, tht priacipléand — 
iatendment of. chel@:mem 


in, forge, aecotding their 


Sabbatit; then) have only. Chriftians, 
but Mahumetans, and: need 
Jook:abous thems fas::if they thalh notiber 
—gome Sabbath- when thefe men.be~ 


come Magifirates at 


‘reach 


we iy 


t ite the duty of to keep chia 


‘the penaky will 


*) 
| 
4- 34; ta, 
‘ready minded, that inthe time of fuch Ma 
few , if 
there wilh be-very few, : 
every day.alike, can con 
day that, hath nopeneky apon it; bec the 
rfeiture.of a, litle Maney’) what will they 
| lives: Arall:die at ftake As 
ancy of. the Author: 
a 
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reach them. And hence it may be gueffed 
at for the prefent alfo, what full imploy- 
ment thefe Magiftrates will have when ve- 


-fted in their othces for if it be but con- 


fidered how many did fuffer in the Marian 


days, andin times before, and nowdoup | 


and down in the world, for not pra@tif- 


ing in things efteemed facred , otherways 


than in their Confciences chey are perfwad- 


ed they ought to do, and is the will of 
God. they thould: It. cannot be once ima- 


gined , but that hundreds and thoufands | 
too of men tn the world, will rather fuffer: | 
than fin againit their Conleiences : ; and fo 


‘make work for thefe new Magiftrates. . 


But if men fhould keep this Sabbath, as 3 
he Author .infinuates fome do the fiift day, 


for fear of its penalty; what great ads. 


vantage will itbe to him cr them? is out- 


ward conformity all? Are we come no fur- 
ther yet ? If men are otherways perfwaded,. 
and yet fhall practice for tear of the penal- | 


ty, what will itamount to, astotheir pro- | 
fit,-or the fatisfaction of others, at 1 aft | 


flich as ‘are {piritual? 


And if men fhould for fear of this kil- 3 
ing penalty, practice the thing, being other- | 
ways perfwaded , and be quict a while 
yet it cannot be thought it fhould laft long: 


For fuch a condition would be found Ts) 
be 
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be a very uneafie condition; and it my 
pollibly make men ready on every occafion, 
to endeavour to fet themfelves at liberty, 
and fo give difturbance to this new State, 


pollibly to feck revenge of their Task 


matters: But if they fhould continue peace- 
able in the pradtice, yet what hath the hy- 
pocrite gained, when God hall take away 
his Soul Job 27-8. 
And though the Author both before and 
after talks of ignorance, as it that might 
excufe feme; yet (as I have faid already 
to the fame talk) I take this to be but a 
thift to ferve for the prefent, in that they 
have not the opportunity; for who fhall 
be accounted ignorant, and for how long, 
is not fo much as whifpered here : and they 
themfelves muft give judgment in the cafe, 
as I have minded once and agiin, or clfe 
all will fall'to the ground; fo that indeed 
this talk of ignorance, is bue meer talk, 
and isnot worth a rufh. And whatmeans © 
they can ufe to inform perfons other than 
they have done, I cannot tcll, except the 
executing, the: penalty on fome, as a warn- 
ing to the reft of the Wold: For now | 
they practice it, and in their aflemblies | 
Preach it, (and the penalty to, as that it ) 
isin force. _asithe penalty againfi murderis’. 


And do difpure for it 5 yea, 
have 
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held publick difputes for itin the Me- 
— tropolis of the Nation; yea, have in Print 
appealed to that that was fomctime the fu- 
pream power of the Nations and longer § | 
have their Books been abroad in the World, 9 


then was the time from I/reelt coming out 
of Egypt, (after which and upon the ac- 
count of which, the Sabbath was given to 
them, Dent.5. 15.) to the time the man | 
was ftoned that gathered flicks on the day, 

as might be made to appear if nced did re- 
~ quire:So that what they can do more,cannot 
cafily be perceived. 
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VIII. 


OW from all that hath been faid, I 
appeal to the Confcience of the unby- © ,; 
affed and impartial Reader, whether the 
things minded, and hitherto infifted on, 
might not well ferve, and be as /eading to 
my Icaving of this practice, which is as © 
muchas} lay. uponit. Andindced, asthe 
fad Apoftafic of the Sabbath-kceper before | 
minded, of all other things that fhewed © 
forth it felf before to my fight or knowledg, 
made deep impreflions upon my Soul, occas 
— fioning more than ordinary forrow ot heart: | 

Soalfo hath their pleading for thePenalry ita 
being 
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being in force, and the afferting the lives 
of perfons would lie at flake, (if théy were 
Magiftrates) for their not clofing in with 
this pra@tice ; not upon my own account, 
though I know am nearly concerned; for 
I profefs in fincerity, That were I now to 
) becalled in queftion for the thing, I could | 
) willingly, (and I have good hope, I thould 
> be inabled by the Lord Jefus freely to) fa- 
> crifice my lifein a teftimony againft the pra- 
Gice. But thishath, and ftill doth afli@ 
) me fore, That perfons pretending to fo 
© much of Religion, fhould not only enter- 
» tain, but publith to the World fuch fangui- 
) nary notions: That notions more fangui- — 
> nary (that I know of) are not in the Pa- 
And I cannot but remark the faying of 
>a worthy perfon in a piece lately Printed, — 
Titled, Truth and Innocence vindicated, 
whoin page 171, fpeaks thus, with refpedt 
to Magiftrates. When the Magiftrate (faith 
© he) bath an arm like God, and can thunder 
with a voice like him: when be judgeth not 
1 after the fight of bis eyes, nor reproveth after 
the bearing of bis cars: when be can {mite 
_ the earth with the rod of bis mouth, and flay 
) the wicked with the breath of bis lips: when 
| be is conftituted a judg of the faith, repent- 
ance, and obedience of men, and of their ef- 


ficacy 


ficacy in their tendency unto the pleafing of 


God heve, and the enjoyment of bim bercafter : 
when {piritnal things in order to their eter- 
nal ifjucs and effects; are made fubjeG unto 
bim; in brief ( faith he) when be is Chrift, 
let bim adi as Corift, or rather moft unlike 
him, and guide the Confeiences of men by Rods, 
Axes and Halters, ( and by tioning fay 1) | 
wherennto alone bis power can reach, who | 
in the mean time bave au exprefs command | 
from the Lord Chrift bimfelf, not to have their | 
Confciences influenced in the leaft by the con- 
federation of thefe things, 

And the fame ia (pcaking of Ae af- 


fliGtions and perfecutions fet afoot by men 


againft thofe that diffent from them up 
and down in the world, in page 147, faith, a 


That nothing required, but being uperm 


to make a difference. This is that (faith he) 
that hath turned. Chriftendem into afhambles 
whilelt every prevailing party bath judged it. 
their duty and interc{t to deftroy them that 


do diffint from them, Thus far he, as if he ; 


had been {peaking to the Reafon- given,: 
why Sabbath-kcepers do not in: this day j in- | 


‘flict the penalty of death on, thofe that 


prophane it, which is, as we are told,. bee : | 1 


canfe they are not Magiftrates. — 


Therefore I advife all. perfons. 


| clear, and keep off from this -principle and. 
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praCtice -of this their Sabbath-keeping,  fte- 
ing it doth inevitably caft perfons upon fuch — 
fanguinary. principles; forthofe that follow 
the condué ef their principle, are led thus 
far at leaft, the fame ground being for the - 
one, (viz. the penalty) as there is for the — 
other, (viz. the Sabbath) - 
~ Iestrue, That at firtt if my eyes had been 
© open, 1 might have feen that from Tilam, 
Pooly, Skipp and their confederates, which 
| might have made me to have relirquifhed 
the thing, confidering what it led them 
unto; yea, if J had but circumfpectly con- — 
fidered, as I ought to have done, the prin- 
ciples and pra@ifes of others, that yet in — 
all things did not comport with them, who 
are no {mall ones neither, in the efteem of | 
Sabbath keepers , it might have put meto | 
a ftand in re(pect of the practice, Forade- 


nying toeat Swines ficth, to marr the corn- 


ers of the Beard, to wear a garment of Lin- 
nen and Woollen and other things of alike 
nature, fhewed forth felf, as the direct 
tendency of this practice. And indeed how 
if fhould be ctherways with perfons of this 
perfwafion [ cannot difcern, if at feaft they 


|) follow the condu@ of their principle (as 


I .faid before); for thefe things are as ex- 
— prefs and plain in the Law, whence the 
tule for this Sabbath keering is taken, as 
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the Sabbath it (elf. The ground is’ the 
fame for the one, as for the other; they are 


all alike legal, and of, and belonging to the 


firft or old Covenant or Teftament, and 
from whence they are taken, thither they 


lead back again, as by fad experience is 
known here ( however it is otherwhere ) 


as in the inftance before minded is evident: 
So that the practice is dangerous. 

I have oft-times been fet upon by Sab- 
bath-kecpers fince I left off the praétice, in 
this refped&t; That feeing I came under 
{cruples as touching the practice, why I'did 


not make into fome of them, for refolution 


in the cafe, before I left off the praétice. 


-To whom I have anfwered, That neither 
was I then fatished fo to do, nor fhould 


I do fo now,-were it yet to be done; for 
fit, Thad long praGtifed it my felf; and 
had alfo {poke it, and therefore had 


} - fome knowledg of the grounds on which 


it was practifed. ‘Secondly, 1 had in the 
time whilen I practiced it, converfed with 
many of them, and knew their grounds tor § 
their practice. Thirdly, Thad the writings 


-of many of them by me, and fo could, yea, 


did confider what they had to fay for its @ 
and from all, I could receive no fatisfa@i- © 
on to cep. me on in the practice. But § 

when in the ule of | means Proper in the 


cafe, 
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And firft I did, as was mv duty, carneftly 


cafe, as T intimated before, 1 gave attend- 


ance upon God with care and circumfpeGi- 


on, (wherein I verily judg J was wanting © 


before, which was the occafion of my fall 
hercin ) I attained that great and good fa- 


tistaction I now through grace injoy; of 
the which means I (hall now procced to {peak 


particularly. 


— — 


| 


gECT. 


BE particulars hitherto. infifted on, 


SL were thefe that were leading to my 
leaving cff this practice; fome of which 
were more remote, and others were more 
near, bothas to time and operation 5 even 


asI mentioned in the entrance to this Dif- 


courfe. And I doubt nor, but that the im- 
partial, pious, peaccable, and f{piritual Chri- 


ftian, will conclude they will beag the weight 


(at leait) thatI lay upon them. I there- 
tore now procecd te thofe that were effective 


feck unto God, and unto’ God com- 


‘mend my caufe, as I was taught in holy 
Scriptures, Fob5. 8. Luke rt. 9, no. Phil. 


4-6. This I did privately, as the Lord, the 
fearcher.of hearts. knoweth; and in the AG 
icublies 
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fernblies of his people, as many of them 


know and can witnefs. 

_ But the more diligent I was herein, the 
More did my diffatisfaction increafe 5 for 
moft ufually did Icome otf from the du- 


_ ty with thefe Scriptures, as fet with weight | 
upon my heart, Matth.28.20, Mark 9. 7,8. 
Rom.7.4,6. 2 Cor. 3.10, 11,13. Epb,1.22. | 


Heb, 1. 1,and 12, 18, 19,22523,24. Some- 


times fome of thefe were fet with weight © 
Upon my hearts other fometimes, other fome | 
of them, and fometimes others of like im- | 
port, with which the holy Scriptures a- |. 


bound for our learning and inftruGion. 


And with care did Iturn to them, and — 
weigh them ferioufly with my mind, bent | 
through the Grace of God (notwithitand- ~ 

ing my former received notions ) to receive — 


and imbrace the truth contained in them. 


Yea all thofe that refpe@ thofe that from a> 7 
mong the Gentiles are turned to God, asthe 
Rule of their obedience,relating tothe folemo | 
worthip of Chrift ( according to the beft | 
of my underftanding in diftinguifhing © 
them ), did I carefully weigh and contider: © 
And upon the whole could not find, that 
Jefus Chrift, who is made head over all 
_thingsto the Church, by!whom God the © 
Father {peaks to usin thefe laft days, whofe 
Minifiration excels in Glory 3 who 
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Chrifians husband , had - given to his 
Churches any command for the obfervation 


of this Sabbath, which is particularly {po- 
ken to afterwards : and therefore with the 


“mention of it, only, I pals it here. 


— - 
SECT. 


HE fecond thing was my diligent 
| reading, and impartial weighing fe- 
veral Treatifes that did diftindtly treat: 
the matter in queftion; not haftily con= 
cluding any thing, but-taking time to com- 
= pare’one thing with another, and all with 
©, the Holy Scriptures, for the finding out of 
truth: I being about three years under {Crus 
ples concerning the pradtice, before ‘I left 
it off, as fome' Sabbath-keepers knew, for 
almott all the times So that before Tcaft 
off the pra@tice, Thad time, and did im- 
™ prove it, to {varch and weigh what was 
» offered both for and againtt the practice. 
And of. all other writings treating of 
the fubject, The Exercitations f Dr.Owen 
4 on the Sabbath, were through the’ bleiling 
of God of greatcft ufe to me: For whofe | 
tearned, fober, end pious labours in many. 
other refpedts, as well as in thats I difire 
with heart and Soul to blefs the holy name 
E 3 | of 


a 
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ved full fatisfaction ; for with fuch the Pa- 


of God. For next unto the Holy Scrip. 
tures, no writings have been of that ufe to 


me, as his have, in feveral particulars of 


weight in the Chriftian Religion; particu- 
larly concerning the Deity of the Lord Je- 
{us Chrift, and his being a ranfom for fin- 


ners, in his laying-dowa his-ite a price of | 


redemption tor them; which more com- 
monly is called his Satufaftion: Wherein © 
he hath. ferved the Lord and his people, 

moft of any man living that I know | 
of. 

Now whileft J was confidering of what § 


Dr. Owen had written in that his Book, © 


there came to my hand a Book of Mr. @ 
Sallers’s; Titled, An Examination of Dr © 
Owens Which Book of Mr. Sallers, 
I read and weighed diligently, being now 7 
under great quettionings concerning my | 


former practice; But as the Apofile Paul | 


faith, Gal. 2. 6, concerning thofe he had | 
conference with at Ferufalem, that they ad- @ 
ded nothing to him. So I fay touching © 
that Book, it added nothing to me, for/ 
fatisfaction concerning, the practice of the } 
Sabbath. Indeed if I would have taken © 
{coffs and bitter taunts at men learned and 7 


godly, for their fiating things modefily they i, 


believe to be truths, I might have recei- 
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per sbonads.| But this was no- way like 
to help me, who now was under great 
{cruples, who now began to have, grcat 
thoughts of heart that I had erred in this 
matter: And that J had in this particular 
left the Son for a Servant,émc. which thoughts 
as they oft times recurred , fo they had | 
more than ordinary influence upon my {pi- 
rit, to the bumbling of me: So that now 
was not a time for'me to take fuch ufages 
_ of men, for Arguments to prove a matter 
by. And I do indeed verily judg, that 
what Dr. Omen hath ftated and pleaded, 
ba reference to the Sabbath, (its, bein 

the reft of the firft, or old. Covenant) (which 
was that, that more cfpecially had an in- 
‘fluence me is unan{werable, 


SEC XI, 


I did fut my feriotyly: unto 
the {earch of holy Scripturts, the judg 

of all our religious with're- 
folution in the fircngth of Chrift to own, 
what fhould bé made out to me by” them, 
to be the will of my dear Redecmer. And 
‘though faw cvidently go through 
good report and bad report; Y being like 
tohave, all manner of evil (almoft) fpoken 
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of me Cas it hath come.to pafs by fome, 


who fometime would (almoft have 
ed out their eyes and given them tome, as 
Paul {peaks of the Galatians who were turne 
ed hack to-the Law, Gal, 4.15, 16, 21-) 
‘yet my purpofe was to own and plead for 
what I fhould underftand to be my duty, 
and to. difown and implead what could 
not be proved fo to be, though I might 
before through inad vertency have owned it, 

pleaded for it, and praCticed it. 
And in my mott diligent fearch, ,I could 

not find ( whence it followed, chat I caft 
off the praGtice)- that there was any com- 
mand given by the Lord Jefus Chrift unto 
the Charchés of the Gentiles, for the obfer- 
vation of this Sabbath, or any word that 
might enforce the pratice of it from him, 
= any one of his: Holy Apoftles. Nei- 
‘ther, 

Secondly, could I find that ever any one 
fuch Church, did keep fo much as one fuch 
Sabbath, - much lefs, that they thovld ‘ob- 
it in their weekly Teturns fuccellively. 
ut 

Thirdly, 1 obferved, that in its being gi- 
ven toJ{/racl, it was given to them (aso- 
ther temporary commands were.) to be a 
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Fourthly 
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Fourthly ys .1 that there is fpoken 
by the Apoftle Paxt, that that might fatis- 
fie any unbyaffed perfon, that the Churches 


of Chrift fhould not take ‘up, for run into 


this practice. 
~ Now that. there ould be a command 
from Jefus: Chrift | I conclude is needful. 
Firft, If we confi der the Headthip and So- 
-veraignty of the Lord Jefus Chrift in,’ and | 
over his Churches. And Secondly, If we 
confider the dealing of God withthe Chuich 
of the Jews about their obferving this Sab- © 
bath. Thirdly, If we confider the eftima- 
tion the prefent Sabbach- keepers have of it. 
And Jaftly, If we confider, that they ftand 
upon as much thernfel ves (viz. fome of 
them.) about things (in their own. judg- 
ment) of leffer concerniment, _ 

Firft, The nature of the Headfhip dnd | 
: Sovesaignty of the Lord JefusChrift requires 
it. Firft, With reference to the appoint- 
‘ment of God the Father, who hath given 
him to be head over all, things to the Church, 
Epbef.1.22. Ard hes the bead of the body, : 
the church is the beginning, the. firf 
born’ from ‘the dead, that in all things be 
might have the prebeminence, Col, 1. 
And by a voice from the excellent Glory, 
he hath commanded his people to hear his 
: well beloved Son, Mat.17. 5. Mark 9.7. 
Luke 
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Lake 9.35, He having referred to this times 
the full and final revelation of his Will, ‘ins 
and about the matter of his worfhip. The 
Gofpel, or Spirit-Miniftration, ing the 
time. of Reformation, Heb. 9. For 
though God the Father did at Faiadey times | 
in diverfe manners, {peak in times pat 
to the Fathers by the Prophets, yet in thefe! 
daft days be bath  fpoken unto we by bis! 
Som, whom he bath appointed Heir of al 
sings, &c, Heb. 1.1;2. And as Mofes,§ 
as a Servant, was faithful i in all his Howey 
Jewith Church fo Jefus Chrift, as 
‘Son, hath been faichful in all his Houfe,. 3 
the Chriftian Church,: Heb. 3. 6. So that as” 
‘there is no need, 0 is it derogatory to the 
Wifdom and Care, Will and. Appointment |) 
of God, and alfo to the Soveraignty of the! i 
Lord Je fas Chrift, to go to Mofes for Rules 
about the folema worthip of Jefus Chrift 5} 
And to the carnal Ordinances impcefed on} 
the Jewifh Charch, (under the letter-mini- 7 
ftration) until the time of reformation, for fe J 
warrant for the fpiritual {ced to pratice | 
by in the worthip of Jefus Chritt , under ; 
Gofpel or Spirit Miniftration. 
Bur if ie were fo, that we mufi on fach |) r 
occafions return back again, it {cems of ab- | 


folute neceflity to us, to know what line 


is to be drawn over thefe carnal Ordinan- 
: ces, | 
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and Soveraignty of the Lord Jefus Cheift, | 


the “hat there be a com~ 


£397 
ces, that we may know what to aon 
practice, and what to difown and leave 
unto difufe whether or no we muftat all” 


mince it as feveral Sabbath-keepers now do, 


that with Sabbath-obfervation, will not 
marr the corners of the Beard, nor eat 
Swines fleth, which hath been pleaded 
for very fiifly, with feveral other things 
of a like nature; or whether we mult take 
all cogether, ¢ven all the Laws and Statutes, 


and Ordinances and Judgments givento J/- 
raelat Horeb, as Tillam, Pooly and their cone 


f{cderates have ftated it, and that we may 
become debters toits whether we not 


be circumcifed alfo, as they have both Print 


ed and publithed. It anfwer be made here- 

to, thac we muft come to the Lord: Jefus 
Chrift, the filler up of the Law, and the 
great Prophet of the ‘Church, nals to the 
writings of the New Covenant, or Tefta- 


ment, as no other anfwer can in erath be 


returned, then we expedt a command from 


him, or fome word from him or wae a 
files, that may enforce the pra@tice; fo 


we are where we were before, whether ine 
deed it is yéry meet. we, fhould come 
Secondly, As the nature.of the Headthip 


with reference to the wp pointunent of God 


mand, 
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mand, from him for this obfervation;| 


fo alfo his being the Redeemer of his 


‘Chorch requires it. For as the right of 


Redemption did appertain to him, by ver- 


tue of a Covenant-Tranfa@ion between the 
Father and him 5 fo he having performed | 


this fignal fervice, Ephef. 1. 7. Tit. 2, 14, 
compared with Ya. 49. 5, 6, 8. Reafon 
requires that the right of ruling be in him 
too. We Read that God having redecmed 
Ifrael out of Bondage, he required that they 
fhould therefore be obedient to hin, and 


obferve his Commandments, Exod, 20. 2,3,” 


&o. Deut, 5.6,7,&¢. Chap.7.8,11. Exek, 


Yea, and upon this account 
-he requires them to obferve the Sabbath 7 
particularly, Dent. 5.12. And fo alfoitis @ 
meet that Jefus Chrilt be obeyed, who hath 


redcemed his Church with his own Blood, 
20.28. And this obedience ought to 
be according to the rules by himf{elt pre- 
feribed. And therefore after his Refurreti- 
on, he gives commiilion to his Di(ciples 
to go and teach all Nations, teaching them 


- to obferve all things he had commanded 
them, Mat.28.19,20. And to fatis- 
fhe them of his right ot-ruling, and giviug 
~ commandments relating to his folemn wor- 
thip, he tells them that all p we: was given 
to him in Heaven and Earth wer/. 18, And 
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follows open, and is difpofed unto 

the account of his humbling 
s. the death of the Crofs, Phil. 3. 8, 9. 
that every tongue fhould contefs that he is 

Lord, to the Glory of God the Father, ver. 

11. For to this end be died, rofe, and re- 


vived, that \be might be Lord both of the dead 


and the living, Rom. 14. 
~ Now wherein is his. Rule and Dominion 


™ to be feen in his worfhip amongft his Ser- 
© vants, if the Law of Mofés muft be the rule 
their obedience therein? Mr. Stennet tells 
us, Page29, of his Seventh day is the Sab- 
bath, That Chrijt gives fo Laws a 
God ond King, Which paflage of his mutt 

warily be reccived, left there be a Snake 

hid the Flower: For unlefs he in- 


") tend by the words , God and King, God 


manifeft in ficth, 1 Tim. 3.16, the word 
made fith, 1.14, in which fenfe is 
» he only to be confidered as King of the 


4 New Covenant, or New Teftament Church, 


© his words are unfafe and unfound. And 
© in this day care ought to be taken ne 
fuch words fomewhat more efpecially 

™) that, as by fome the Deity of the Son of 
|) God is denied 5 fo by other-fome his Hu- 


s manity, at leaft, as confidering him exalt- 


| edin the human nature, to the right hand 
of the on Concerning which, 
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it the Apofile tells us , That there is one me. 


one facrifice for fins, for ever fate down 
on the right band of God, 1 Tim, 2. 5. Heb. 


> 


and practiced, with reference to his folemn 


that do not do as they do, is no {mall ag- 
gravation of their crime. => 


were 


~ 


diater between God and men, the man Chrift| 
efus. And that This mau, after be bad of. 


“And Tconclade, from Dewt.18. 15, That 


80.32. Now if Mr. Stennet means no o-} 
_— therwife than this, in his words, God sn 
King, then I joyn iffue with him, and fay, § 
let but a Law be produced from Jefus Chrit 
the King, for the Chrifiian Church, for} 
keeping this Sabbath, and I have done:y 
The controverfie will be ended. Buc asit 
would be an impeachment of the wifdom | 


and care of an earthly King, and an inva 9% 
_ ding of his Authority, for a King of ano- 7 

ther Country to give laws to his Subjets; 7) 

So alfo it would be an high provocation 


to him, to have his Subjects to plead for 
and practice fuch Laws, and to threaten|® 
thofe with death that do not do the like. @ 
So doubtlefs it is to Chrift an high pro-| 
‘vocation, as it is an impeachment of his § 
wifdom and care, and an invading of his @ 
Authority, to have Mofes Laws pleaded for, 7 


worthip by his Servants and Subje4ts: And 
that they fhould-threaten thofe with death |7 


; 
/ 


© And fo doubtlefs would 
Mus, that theIflcs fhould wait for his Law, 


Ife. 42. 4.’ ‘Ibe law was 


Mbe Difciple, a follower of J 

1Cor. 11, 1. So that thefe $ cOn- 
fidered, the unbyaffed Chriftian will dou 

lefs conclude, That its needful and nece 


were Mvfes now living amongft Chriftians 
on the Earth, he would fend us to Jefus, 
who hath all power given to.him both 
in Heaven and Earth, Matt. 28. 18, 19, 20, 


both Law-making and overning power : : 
to, who tells 


tven by Mofés, 
us J 


grace and truth came by Fe 


17. The Jews boafted that they were 
 Mofes’s Difciples, upon the account of their 
ftiff adherence to his Laws and Ordinances, 


Fobu5.28. But the Chriftians glory if to 
us Chrift, 


ee that a command, ee. be producéd 
from Jefus Chrilt, for this Sabbath-keep- 


{ ‘ings or clfe chat it be uictly left to its 


place, in, and amongit the Ordinances gis 


ven to Mrael till the time: reformation, 


: 
é 


— 
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Second thing propounded, why 
_ its needful and neceflary that a com? 

mand be produced from the Lord Jelus) 


Chrift, for this Sabbath-keeping, is, cheim 
confideration of the dealing of God with} 
the ‘Church of the Jews about it. Now 
we read that God having brought J/rael out§ 
cf Egypt, while as yet they were not come 
‘to Ssnai, he begins with them about 
thing, Exod. 16.23,25,29. Though 
this is to be taken along in a confidert: 3% 
tion of the thing too, That Jfracl came 
into the Wildernefs of Sin ( where this) 


Service was firft injoyned them) which 
betweem Elim and Sinai, on the Fifteenth 
day of the Second Month, after their deri 
parture outof Egypt, Exod.16.1. So that 
a whole Month paffed (wherein are feve- i 
ral Seventh-days) before there is any mene 
tion of it tothem, or injoyning them the & 
obfervation. Neither do we find they had & 
any Knowledg of it as their duty (but rae 
the contrary, verf. 22,) until it was 
injoyned them here: But here, as we read ) 
in the Texts before cited, they were in- § 
joyned it. And when they were come to 
i Sinat, 
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—miediately follows upon 


Sinai, the Lord gives a command concern- 
ing it, Exod.20. 8,9, 10,11; And after- 
wards is it oft-times mentioned, and feve- 
ral things added to it to make it up, by 
the fame God that at firft commanded it. 
As the not kindling a fire upon the day 
throughout their habitations, Exod. 35. 3° : 


© And the penalty of death mentioned in 
-veral places in the Law, which now is fta- 


ted and pleaded by Sabbath-keepers to be 


2 in force (as hath been already. noted. J 


And the end is afligned , to be a fign 
between the Lord and them.throughout | 
their generations, Exod. 31-13. And 


™ the Reafon of it as to their obferva- 


tion of it more particularly, Deut. 5. 15, 
which was the Lords bringing them out of 


the Land of Egype, © 


- And that they might not forget this fer- 
vice, there is not only a remember. put up- 


on it, Exod. 20,83 but they were alfo 
commanded to make them fringes in the 


borders of their peraicatts and to put up- 
on the fringe a Ribband of Blue, that look- 


ing. upon it they might remember the com- 
mandments of the Lord, Namb, 15. 38. 


| And) this as the Context ‘evinceth, is Com- 


manded them in fome efpecial mannés up- 
onthe account of the Sabbaths For it im- 
execution of 


the 


he 
7 


deal thus with the Jewifh 


‘ 65 


the Sabbath-breakcr mentioned verf. 36% 
And this was injoyned them by the fame 


God that commanded them to keep the 


Sabbath; and it was to be done by them 
throughout their generations $ even as the 


Sabbath was appointed to them, to be 2 | 


fign throughout their generations, Exod, 
31.13. By all which, we may underftand 


(by the Miniltry of'men and Angels ) for 


manded of God, fo was their 
Now fhall we think, that God thould 
cerning this obfervation , and that Jefus 
Chrift thould do nothing the like, Had 
they the command fo often inculcated, and 
thall not’ Jefus Chrift at all command jit to 
be obferved by the Churches of the Gene 
tiles? Sure if he would have had it practi- 
ced by them, he would have commanded 
it, oe.. that fo it might not be faid by 
any to them, who hath required this at 
yOur hands? and they not have wherewith. 
to anfwer.. “So that hence alfo we may. 
conclude, that it’s needful and neceffary, that 

| | a com- 


thae the Chiirch of the Jews, did not take i 
up this practice without a command, nor 
without mach means ufed by the Lord | 


their infruction. For as all the reft of theif 
Fabernacle and Temple-fervice, was com- 7 
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from Chrift be, produchd- 
fox this, pradtice, ag well as upon the ac- 


count any other particalar infifted! 


or elfe, chat; it. be quictly left to its, place 


amongft the ordinances given to till 
the tine of reformation, 


$ 


‘ 7 


“SECT. 


1H E. third thing | propounded fits 
“needful and neceflary that a command 


oe be produced from the Lord: 


Chrift, to he Chusches of the Gentiles for : 
the obfervation of this Sabbath, is, the e- 
ftimation that the pre ent obfervers of its 


have of it, and its obfervation,.. 


And firft ( as its knowp concerning many, 
if not the moft of them). they lay it fo 
in. the..fquadation » with. reference unt@ 
ChurchsGammunion,;, that, it’s made.the 
boundary. thercto.s For though perfons have 
never. fo, eminent experience of the. work 
of found:and faving converfion, ar, be ner 
ver fo holy,, and heavenly in their 
converfations 5 y.qtif they are not Sabbath> 
keepers, according to their notion, they 
will not fuser them to fic down with then 


at the LordsvTable, to partake with’ 


in the of be myfteries oF the 
F 2 death 
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death and paflion of the Lord Jefus Chritt. 


thefe, they obje& againft him, and be in 


as yet I was but diffatistied in my judg- 


Yea, further ¢ as I have known ), if @ 
| een proftfs Faith in Chrift, and be holy 
n his converfation 3 fo that in neither of 
the praCtice of al ordinances of worthip, 
even as they, even down to Sabbath-kceps 
ing, and though they own him, and put | 
him upon preaching in their Church-Af fF 


fembliess yet if he hold ChurcheCommu- 


nion with other Chriftians that do not | 
Keep their Sabbath, though they may be an 
Hundred miles almoft from them, they will © 


not have Communion with him, in eating | 
at the Lords Table 5 fuch a mighty matter 
do they make of this their Sabbath-keep- | 
ime! 
Secondly; They come but a fittle fhort 
of thofe mentioned Ad. 15.1, whotaught, 
that Except the brethren were circumcifed. ~ 
after the manner of Mofes, they could not be | 
Saved. For one Mr. Parnbam of London 
writing to me, in his Letter bearing date 
the 31f of the 34 Month, 2674, tells 
me, Fhat I was in the way to perdition. 
Though {to give him his due) he in that 
Letter faith, be thought otberways of my ftate 
seCbrit. But for the way, as Bis words 
ait) ft was the way to perdition, while 


ment 
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-in awe, and to hinder them from 


and exalt it, Reafon requires that a com> 
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ment touching my former practice, having : 


not yet, nor for fome time after, caft it off 
in my practice. 
And one Mr.. Laurence in aLetter bear- 


ing date the 29th of the 84 Month, 1674, 


calls my queftioning the Sabbath to be a 


Truth, 2 groundle{s damnable fancy. So 
that the eftimation they have of it, may be 
a little difcerned by thefe things. And how — 
near the throne they fet it where Jefus 

Chrift fits, may be feen by thefe words — 


and actions. And it brings to mind a noe — 
tion of the Papijts, which they endeavour” 


to infufe into their profelytes, to them 
ecking 
after truth, That its a mortal fin to queftion | 
the Church of Rome or the Do@trines 
_ Now this being fo, that they thus efteem 


mand, &c. be produced from the Lord Je-. 
fus Chiift for the up-taking of this pra@ice 


4 by the Churches of the Gentiles, or. elfe — 


furc the words and carriages of thefe men 
about it will appear to men {piritually 


wife, more than ordinarily prepofterous. 


And conclude,’ that there ought: td 


be no practice amongit Chriftians, that they 
fhould make the boundary to their Coms 
_Munion, that hath not a command from 
he 
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the Lord Jefus for it: He that can pro- 
dues an inftance, it is mect he fhould do 

t, thacic may be confidered 5 for hitherto 
al Chriltians (fo far as 1. know) are utter. 
ftrangers to fuch notions. 
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SECT: 


aR H E Fourth and laft thing propound | 
ed, why it’s needful. and neceflary 
that a command be produced from Chrift, 4 
or fome word from him or: his 
to inforce the practice toy apd upon the © 
Churches of the Gentiles, is their 
the like with others; yea, even in-things, @ 
in the judgment of many of them, of lefler 7 
concernment. That though it was com- i 
manded by the fame God that commanded 
the obfervation of the Sabbath, yet want> 
ing, a word from Jefus Chrift, or from his 
Apotiles, they not only leave it unto 
ufe , but plead and Print againft ir, Sof a 
‘that when the Law ferves their turn, its} 
Rtifly adhered to; and when others. plead |) 
it, about chings they leave unto ditule 
then they run to the Gofpel; and to 
Pawel the Apoftle of the Gentiles; and the | 
command of God in the Law, ferves to no 


at all to enforce a practice. 
a 
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faft and do they play with the. 


And to give a clear inftance, in an Epittle — 
prefixed to the Second Edition ot Mr. S#en- 
nets Book, Titled, Zhe Royal Law contend- 


ed fors the Aathor, who fubfcrjbes. it with 


Rk. P. ~which I take to -be Mrv Richard 
Parnbam of London, {peaks thus, int his 
ipeaking, concerning Tillam, Pooly and their 


confederates, who pleaded for. all ‘ethaLaw 


given to Vfrael at Mount It bding 


the bearts of fome (faith he). thas yet 
—defire to love, delight in, and cleave ta the 


“Law of God, and Teftimony of be 
giving their againft thofe| that with 


the truth (as he calls it ) of the Sabbath, 
would introduce otber things, viz. Circum- 
cifion and Legal Ceremonies of the Law, that 
I judg (faith he) the believing Gentiles are 
not bound to, mor never had any fich yoak 
laid upon them by Paul the Apojtle of the 
Gentiles, or any other Apoftle of the Lamb. 

~ From which paffage, thefe few things 
are worthy to be efpecially remarke. Firtt, 


‘That the term (Believing Gentiles } is made 
cufe of by them, when ic will ferve their 


turn 3 as here they give an inttance. 
Though at fome other Ses in Difcourfe 
about the Sabbath they will not’ beae: ir. 


Witnefs Mr. Steunet in his. Book; Titled, 


Anfwer 
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Anfwer to this Queftion, Whether Jefas 
Chrift as Mediatour of the New Covenant, 
hath commanded believing Gentiles to ob- 
ferve the Seventh-day Sabbath. Here the 
queftion (faith he’) be Arait-laced, 
only about believing Gentiles, when a itis © 
well kuown by every underftanding man, yea, 
and the querent bimfelf I make no queftion, 7 
That all that is the duty of unbelieving Gen- 7 
piles, is the duty of believing Gentiles , fo © 


that this reftrigtion, (faith hc) was made on 


purpofe to evade fome Scripture-proof thats 
‘in more general terms. So that [ 
Gentiles] is a reftriction made on purpolt 


to evade fome Scripture-proof, when it is & 


i it were not fo, when its thought to 
“make for them. And this is to be noted 
here, that Mr. Parmbam ufes she term that @ 
is thus decryed in this Book of Mr. Stea- 
nets, even in an Epittle he prefixes to 2 
Book of the fame Authors. a 

Secondly, We have in this paffage, the 7 
Commands of God given in the Law to 
Hfrael, called Legal Ceremonies 5 whereas 7 
if the like term be given to the Sabbath, 
by and by they are offended 5 though yet 
I judg I have as much grotind to call that 
fe, as they have to call the things they 


sall fo; it the Reafons af 


againit thems but ufed by chemfelves, as 
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their calling other things fo, I conclude 
it will be no difhcult task to thew, that © 
the moft of what they can offer, if not 
all, will ferve with refpec to their Sab-. 

Thirdly, Whereas it’s faid in this paf- 
© fage, That believing Gentiles are not bound 
the Legal Ceremonies, nor had any 
1) yoak laid upon them by Paul the Apoftle of 


M2 the Gentiles, &c. He hath fpoken to the 


qi purpofe, he intending thereby to thew, that 
therefore belicving Gentiles were not to 
© own and praGtice them. And hereby a 


| good foundation is laid to build this con- 


® clufion upon, that the Sabbath of the firlt 
or oldCovenant, to wit the Sabbathcom- 


manded trom the Mount Sinai. to be kept 
© by the Jews, ec. doth not belong to be- 


» lieving Gentiles to keeps in that Paw? the 
© Apoftle of the Gentiles, nor any other A- 
pottle of the Lamb, hath not laid any fuch 
™ yoak upon them: Happy # be that con- 
 demueth not bimfelf in that which be doth 
alow, Rom. 14.22. 
™ More inftances near of kin to this I 
“} could give, but to avoid prolixity I fthall 
|. add butone mare. And indeed did Iadd 
no more, this might fuflice to thew (as I 
believe it will unto all unbyaffed men ), 
how talt and loofe they play with the Law “ 
an 
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hw to ferve a turn, ‘they infift on’ the 


“term [ believing Gentiles] and how theme! 
olf »ftand upon Pas/ the Apoftle of the Gentilag 
or other the Apoftles, their laying the things 
ie | - on believing Gentiles they are to own and 
practice : though the Law of God ic 
full, plain, and exprefs for thefe things 


‘Now fure if the Author of this paflagegy 
and fome other Sabbath-Keepers would 
‘Own, receive, nor practice fuch: 
that others of them would have had them: 

Circumcifion, Sacrifices, @&c. but 
them legal Ceremonies, and judg it incom), 
bene on them to bear their tettimony + 4. 
_-gainft them, for propofing thefe things 
~to them, becaufe Paul the Apofile of the 
> Gentiles, or other of the Apottles have no 
fuch a yoak upon thems then unldy 
‘they can prove that Pax/, or other of thay 
Apoftles have the yoak-of this Sabbathy 
“keeping upon believing Geatiles, there 
ground for the practice, but perfor 
ought rather to bear their witnefs again” 
them, for their indeavouring to impofe Wy 


The other paffage I minded to add fury 
as tothis, is a)paffage in a Paper fuby 
‘{cribed by Seven Sabbath-keepers, Tirledy 
A faithful Teftimony again(t the ‘Teachers 
Circuncifion, &c. who in‘page the 
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Ne peak thus. ‘Now the Ordinances of the 


i Law, and the Ordinances of the Gofpel are © 
of a different fignification for the former 
SE held forth Chrift yet to come, the latter 
“held forth Chrili already come, having fuf- 
fered for our fins,-——For upon the come 
pleat manifeftation of the great myftery:of 
Godlinefs, God manifefted in the flefh, the 
Holy Spirit left thefe ordinances (and they 
became carnal, Heb. 9. 9,10.) and aftend- 


Me ‘ed into the Ordinances of a higher difpen- 


) that this their Sabbath-keeping is an ordi- 
“Enancé: of the Gofpel, and of a different 
lignification from thefe they call Legal Ce- 
) remonies, which they fay (and fay truly) 
1) held forth Chrift yet to come, they fay noe 
© thing to the purpofe to fatisfie fuch that 
™ cither confider what they themfelves fay, 
te or what is faid by Jefus Chrift, or his A-- 
pofiles touching GofpelOrdinancess And 
if Col.2. 16,17, be but feriouily confides- 

ed; where the Sabbaths of the Law are 
' faid to be a -fhadow of things to come, 
™ but the body Chrift (as it may be read) 
7) that is, Chrift is the body or fubftance of — 
them and fo they are to be efteemed as 
my fuch as held forth Chriftto come: It might 
for ever iffue the matter with all thofethat 
do believe that he is come, But of this 
more is {poken afterwards. And 


Ma‘fation, Now unlefs thefe men can-thew | 


the compleat manifeftation of 


Alefh, the Holy Spiric left thofe Ording 


other of the Law they intend. 


or elfe they muft not be owned nor praQi® 


. Make as good proof, at leaft of this proce 
or of the Law: Which Is 
thew, where Pax/ the Apoitle of the Gene 


laid fach a yoak on believing Gentiles 


4 76] 
And i in that, in this paffage it’s faid, 


great myftery of Godlinefs, God manifefi 


ces, and they became carnal, and afcend 
ed into the ordinances of a higher Difpen 
fation; It remains to them, to prove Ma 
this Sabbath-keeping is one of thofe onligm 
nances of a higher Difpenfation, into 
the Holy Spirit afcended when he left thoi 


a 


For farely if there maft be fuch p 4 
made of other precepts of the Law, as va " 
intimate, (and .as reafon requires it fhould) 


ced, which yet are of Ieffer 
in their judgments reafon requires that them 


tiles, or any other Apofile of the Lamb, han 


which amounts to what I have infifted on} 
in this matter. And I conclude this is hela 


 Teaft they can do, unlefs they will be found 
to be fuch, that bind heavy burthens on 
others thoulders , which they themfelves 


will not touch with one of their fingers: i 
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SECT. x, 


Econdly, As I could not find in my moft 

diligent fearch of Holy 

 htnet it followed that I caft off this 
keeping) that there was any com~ 
Hand given by the Lord Jefus Chrift un- 
4 to the Churches of the Gentiles for its ob. 
Mervation; fo I could not find that ever 
Many one fuch Church did keep~fo much as 
4 pne fuch Sabbath, much lefs that they did 
Mobferve it in its weekly returns fuccef- 
“ively. 
| Examples I acknowledg there are of its 
pobfervation by the Jews, in the time of 
their Church-ftate. But that ever any one © 
Wechurch of the Gentiles did ever keep fo 
uch as one of thefe Sabbath-days, 

yer read in any one portion of Scripture » 
mrouch Tefs chat they obferved it in its week~ 
By returns, as beforefaid. If any one can 
Bo roduee fuch an inftance, it might be well, | 
por it would firike a great ftroke towards 
Bhe proof of the matter’ im queftion. 
But if they cannot (as I conclude they 
€annot), then are they lefe very naked in 
cs practice , having nothing to defend 
t withal. profels (as they 
pro= 


| . 


profefs themfelves to be Churches ) to be 
Churches of the Gentiles, and if they havg 
not as fuch, a-precept frem Jefus 
nor prefident cy any ‘ich Church for this 
Practice, 4s I. without all doubt: conclydg 
they have nots then are they under fi 10 
promife of being owned of him in them 
practice, Whence it hath come to an 
verily judg, that fo! many of them hav 
fallen fo..defperately as they have, as, Tike 

lam, Pooly, Skip, Fox; and many others » 
with them: The account of whofe ation : 
fhould it be given, would make the eam 
of holy and, heavenly Chriftians tingle 
even as the account of the perfon in: th 
Town where I dive, mentioned 
muft needs do, who,’ as hath been faid, = 

utterly renounces the Lord Jcfus, 


t 


acknowledg that fome foot-fteps 
this practice are to be found in Ecole 
aftical Hiftory, which I fometime ftood We | 
on, as others yet do; which I now. cong 
clude ‘hath nothing in it to: any 
at all. For firft, it being fo efteemed 
by the Jews as it was, and as other 0m 
their cuftoms were, Ag, 21.21, no worn 
but they indeavoured to keep on 
Pradtice; and to profelyte as many to, the» 
Practice as they could. — 


As gives an secon 
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the practice of this Sabbath-keeping ae 
1 ongft fome for. fome time after the Apo- 
‘Miftles times; fo do doth it alfo of the con. 
inuance of .circumcifion, @c, But as the 
ontinuance of the one, among fome, proves 
Bmot the thing to: be a duty of. believing 
entiles, (as fome Sabbath-keepers con- — 
Eclude fo-neither will the, continuance of 
other among {Ome, for fome time, prove 


Thirdly, It no wayfeems firange to me 
this practice thould continue amongft 

Biome for fome time; For if fo many now, 
Mafter i¢ hath been left unto difufe, and 

Mhave been look’d upon as an. antiquas 
thadow, for fo. many hundred years; 
marc fo ready to. run into it as they are,: 
Mand fo pertinaciowlly to adhere.to, it, mas 
4 ing it. the boundary tO Church-Commu-. 

Mion, and pleading the penalty, of \ Deacly 

mo be jn forces, again themthat run not 

Mwith them into tw, we may rather wonder, 
Sahat we read more concerning it than 

do, as with refpect to former timesy. 
Mronfidering how Jong, it had been pra@i-. 
mged,. and how greatly it had been efteem-? 
Ned by the Jews. 


5 Fourthly , If we confider. how hard 3: 
natter it is for men to live by Faith up-) 

. on God in Chrift, in the way and Spiric 
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of the new Covenant ; and to. fubmi¢, to 


Chrift ‘in the way of Spiritual and 
vangglical inftitations ‘and how 
pleafing it’ is for mento ruin back ‘to the 
Law, and the Old Covenant, and the car- 
nal Orinances and Rudiments thereof; and — 
if ‘it were ‘poflible to find fomething, in, © 


and to attain to fomethiig of themfélvcs, 


that fo they might not be beholding to 
-Jefus Chrift i¢ will rio way feem ftrange 
that either this praCtice, and Circumcifion, 
and others of like import, fhould continue 
fome times as to‘matter of fa@ in the pri- 
mitive times, or be run into again, now — 
after 0 long tra& of time. The Apoftle 
Pan peaks thus to the Galatians, Chap.5.7, 
did run’ well; who did binder you? Or, aS. 
may be féad, who did drive you back? 
Ghap. 3. 3, Are 'ye fo foolifh (faith he)’ 
baving begun in the fpirit; are ye now made 
perfee? by the fleth? And the Reafon of thele 
Expoftulations ‘we have,°Cbap. 4. 21, Tel 
rhe, ye that defire to be unde? the Law, Bt." 
fome pretend to, with refpe@ 
examples in the Gofpel, it is 
tertvards§ only “this F-mind here even’ as, 
intimated: that in my moft 4 
gent fearch of holy Scriptures, I could not’ 
find an any ofe Church of the - 


Gentiles, that ‘ever me fomach as one of 


| 
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ole Sabbath-days. that whatever the 
ekamples be that aré ‘ftood upon} ‘as ‘fevem 
‘¥al are’ (as ‘drowning -tmen will “be 
to catch at every twig J they will: prove 


ineffe&tual to prove the pra@tice of this Sab 
bath-keeping to'remain as the duty of the 


i ~ * 


iny fearchin; intd’ Holy 

Scriptures , ‘under thy {cruplés 
this practict, this. 
Sabbath: in: its being piven to Zfrael, it 

was given’ to (as ‘other ‘teniporary’ 
owetté )’ fign thei’ 
throughout: their generations)” Now 
the Lord did in giving ‘forth his tempo 
commands; {uch as’ were 'to 
to the'time of Refétthation; fo 
forth, that they might ‘be known for ach, 
is fully: manifeft ‘in ’Scriptures? * And’ that” 
this Sabbath hath thofe ‘Chara@ters’ 
it, ‘that will difcover it to befuch; to'alf” 
whofe eyes aré not {hut throwgh ignorance — 
ot intereft,is alfo fully manifeft in Scriprures. 
For it noc only wants thofe Chara ers that 
may difcoverit bea’ perpetual Law,as hath | 
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Plead ,againft this, and c 


ed:, ,apd,, in.particular 
the, ot Moe. 

dein No Soweptheday Sabbath comms 
tha New Tetament : Bur ic 
hath Charadgrs shat wilt 
be bug, Lawon 
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‘Ordinance. 


There are (orat leat lately many 


Sibbath-keepers that: profefs to own every 


one of thofe Laws Commands (hat 
were given in Mount reb, as Ihave thew- 


sere, Temporary, and ane 
nor naw, to beawned and practiced. theres, 
and with thefe only do reckon 
may to be. cqncerned in. this debates 
Aud | fhall not turn afide to concern my. 
with the other-in that their molt wreteh-. 
ed principle. 1, In that formenly. 


fpoken fomething in my attained meafixe 


againft their corruptions in a publick waye: 


2. In that they now lye dormant, and IT 


am not concerned>with them, am with. 
the other. And 3. that may ( pof- 
fibly ) when any of thefe I have now to) 
do with, (following the conduct of their 

principle ) fhall follow them in. the 


tteps, be concerned. with chem farther about 


thefe 
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| 
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thefe things. And mean while Ii fhall pro- 
ceed to {peak of the Temporary Ordinan- 
ces of the Law, or at leaft fome of them, 
and the Characters by which they are di- 
ftinguithed, 
29.42, was to. be thedughout their gene- 
4 
2. The burning, the -incenfe mentioned 
Exod, 30. 8, was- to be thtaughout their 
generations: 
to be by the 
once year on the horns of 
the Altar, mentioned Exed, 30:10) was to 
be throughout their generations 
4. The anointing Oil mentioned, Exod, 
39 31, was to be a: holy anointing. ‘Oil 
throughout’ their generations, 
5« The Prietthood of his Sons, 
mentioned Exod, 40% 15, was to rbe through 
out their: generations. 
The Fringes tioned Numb, 15. 385 
upon which: was to be put’ a Riband of 
Blue, appointed to keep in remembrance. 
this:cotomand of Sabbath-keeping, and o- 
thers, -was to be their 
| 
Fhe Featt of the Ser- 
vices ther¢of, and the days appointed theres 
(@, asHoly-days, or Sabbaths, and the Faft 
| Gaw | 


of 


bes 4 
3 
; 


of the Tenth-day of. the Seventh-Month, 
called a Sabbath of reft, were to be ob- 
_ ferved throughout their Levit. 


23. 14,21, 31,32. 
And lattly, The Sabbath in queftion, | its 


given to them to be obferved throughout 


their generations, Exod. 31.13. Asit isfaid 


- of the other Ordinances and Temporary 
Commands, fo is it faid of their Sabbath. 


And as it’s faid of their Annual Sabbaths, . 


judged by many Sabbath-keepers to 


but a Temporary ordinance, fo is it faid 


‘of their weekly; they were ‘given to them 


to be obferved ‘by them throughout their 
=o even all alike, as the words 


ew. 
Many more inftinocs might be given of 


the like nature, but chat I Qudy brevity; 


And for that I judg chefe may fuffice to 


fhew after what manner, and with whae 
-Expretiions the Temporary Ordinances and 


Commands given to Jfract in the time of 
their Church-ftate, were clothed in their 
giving forth. 

‘And in my mott diligent and circum. 
{pect fearch of holy Scriptures, I cannot. 
find that any other of the Commands mene 
tioned in Exod. 20, from the verfe to 


the r7th, were given forth clothed with 


thofe expreflions, or under fuch 


. 
| 
| | 


circum@ances, wherefoever they are mén- 
tioned in the Scriptures which, as hath 
been fhewed, was the method God took’ in 
giving the Commandments he defi gacd 
fhould remain but till the- time of Refor- 
-mation. But not one of the Commands 
that may be juftly deemed to be perpetu- 
ally obliging, is thus Characterized forth, 
as ican find. 
Now, That that we are to 
(Cast humbly judg ) by this expreflion, 
is this: That as God made a Covenant 
with this People at Mount Sinai, and gave 
them this Sabbath as the reft thereof, and 
injoyned them its obfervation throughout 
théir generations, and they being through- 
out their generations, which was fo tong 
as this Covenant lafted, upon the acedunt. 


of this Covenant, the Church and ede: 


of Gods So when this-Covenant expired, 
they ceafed fo tobe, by virtue of this Co- 
venant. And fo their generations came 
an end betore the Lord. And by means 
thercof, the things appointed to ‘be 
ved by them throughout their generations, 
are ceafed likewife ,,one thing fo injoyned” 
as wellas another. For this Covenant was 
(though in a Second Edition of it) the firft: 
or old Covenant, Heb. 8.7, to 13, com- 
ines with Jor. 3 10315 ‘Heb. 9. 1 
G 3 


| 

| 


with 


Tract and their. is contrary to 


445,19, 22, Compared with Exrd. 


Heb. 18, 19, 20, 


ing the firft-ox. old. Covenant, is vanifh- 
ed away, Heb,,8. 13; or is vanifhment, as 


the Word may, be read. 


And the New Covenant i is long, fince, 
even ever fince. the death of the Teftator 


Lord Jefus Chriit, fully confirmed 
eftablifhed. So that things now to be 


practifed , relating to the folema worthip 
of Chrift, are to.be praGifed according, to 
the will and appointment of the Lord Jefus 


| Chrift, whofe. the Covenant or Teftament 
is, Matt. 28, 206 Epbef. 1. 22. Not but 


-whatcver is commanded by Jefus Chrilt 
New Teftament, may be further con- 
by any.wordin the Old Peftament 
that, is correfpondent. thereunto, that fo | 
the harmony of the Word of God may be 
{een , and pesfons. the more abundantly 
fatishied in propounded: for their 
praGice. But firth. the Will and Appoint-. 
mentiof the Losd.Jefus.is.to be canlidered, 
That he in alj thengs. may baye the pre- 
eminence, Col, 5 For otherways we 
fhal) but. make. ithe Sen to truckle to the 


If -eny fhall object this concerning 


what 
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their fins , and falvation of their Souls , 
“which is that, that in particulas,is minded 
4 concerning them io the place, verfe26,27. 
“Fhe-€ovenant-of the Law, OF the Old 
Covenant, faith, the that doth 
things, (viz. the things injoyned 
to ebferyation, im, Liaw ) thats 
them, Levit.'18.5. Bak. 200 
it pronownces curde againwt perfons: 
their, failure thegeing Dem. 27, 261 Gal, 3- 
50. And. hence it God faiths Fer. 
32, Bebold I make a new NOt 
G4 


contrary therewnto, fer. theis,.gener tions 
haveybeen faid, ta be.come toan, 
the. account of che firtt.orjold Covenant, 
and their being :called and as the 
Church and People of Ged, with refpect 
thereunto But, what is | concerning 
them,. Rom. other: Scriptures 
of like import,.as.it-is mercy and grace to 
be manifetted co them, when the fulgefgaof 
the Gentiles is come 
as Mercy and Grace, to.be manifefied to 
| them in the.way. ef the New Covenant, or 


according to my covenant that I made with 
their fatbers, in the day that I took them by 
the band, to bring them ont of the land of 
Eg ypt, &c.’ And this is meant of the Co- 
venant from the Mount Sissi, which the 
Apoftic faith, genders to bondage, Gal. 4.. 
24,25. AndtheLord makes a difference 
with refpe& to his owning, of that penple, 
16.60, 61. And gives them to un- 
~ derftand, that what he will do for them, 
fhall be ia the way of his‘Covenant, ‘called | 
there an everlafting Covenant, which is the 
New-Covenant or: Teftament , confirmed 
by the blood ‘of Jefus, Heb. 13. 20. And 
“net in’ thé! way of their Covenant, which 
 is't6 ‘be underftood of the firft or old Co- 
“wehdnt, the Covenant of the Law, confirm- 
‘ed by the ‘blood of Calves and Goats, Heb. 
18, 19, 20. Exod, 19: 8. Chap. 
24. Dees, 5+2 


wer — — 


SECT. XVII. 


“HE Second Chata@er by: which we 
juflly deem Sabbath to be 
but a temporary ordinance, is, That its 
given to Tfrael to be a Thos 
its faid to be, Exod. 31. 13,17. Exek, 20. 


‘And fo the: ‘temporary 
or 
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of circumcifion is called a fign, Rom. 

"And the Apoftle Paw? calls it a thadow 
of things to come, Col, 2, 16, 17. For. 


the word there being Sabbaths in the plu- 


ral, as it ought to be read} not only by 
ft are we to underftand the weckly Sabbath © 
with the Annual, @c. but the Weekly more 
efpecially, by rcafon of its oft occuring, 

And frequently is this termSabbaths given to 
the weekly Sabbath; fee Exod 31.13. Levit. 
23.38. 1 Chron, 23.31. 2 Chron. 2.4. chap. 
8.13. 13, Hofea2, ta, and in many 
other places. And the Apoftle tells us in 
Col, 2. 16,17, that it was a fosdow of things 
to come,. but the body Chrijt: . That is, he 
is the body or fubftance of it; for they 
that belicve in him, do enter inso reft, 
Heb. 43+ And the Lord Jefus for their 
fakes fan@ified himfelf, that they might 


“be fan@ified through the Trath; or fan- 


truly; as it may be read, 17. 


19.. So that whether we refpect good 


things for’ prefent to be injoyed, or good 
‘things to come, this Sabbath was a fign, | 
a fhadow of the latter as well as of the — 


_ And though other things may be called 
-@ fign in Scripture, and poflibly fometimes 
word may be ufed refpecting 


| (| 


e * 


that may jaflly” judged’ yet 


is it not faid any. where in Scripture, 
can find, ‘that fuch ‘given to be a 


 fign to Ifrack throughout™ gaterations 
as before was noted,’ énly a 


ign without 
that addition ‘and explanation, which re- 
{pected them in their Churth- tate .: ‘and as | 


‘they were the Church an People of God, 
by vertuc of the firtt or old Covenant they 
-entred into at Mount Sik a of which this 


Sabbath was nct only pledg, but. fo 
principal a part, that the Ties or ‘Covenant 
is given to fometimes' way. of Sy- 
mecdoche that is apart is. taken tor 
the whole 

And Thirdly, This is {aid ‘or this Sab- 
bath, and this Chara ‘is. given. a di- 
Rtinguifhing mark of it, that ic was a fign 
between God and the Children. ok 
Exod. 31. 17. a figh: me, and 
yes, faich God, Verfe' 13. And’ xe ze a0. 
82, Moreover, give them” my, shbaths to 


be fizn betmecit me and 1h, God. 
And they foal! figs, rit 


me aud yew, 2 Op So'that by thefe 


words it is Confined | to hie to he 


“Church of the It being, (0 
throughout chefe generation’ as hath’ 


(Gd from ‘the Sefiptures and again, 


and 
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ne (hewed upon: ie that it refpeQs them 
in the time of their Church-ftate, . 

any thall objet and fay, ic was given 
to Ifrael for a perpetual Covenant, as it is 
faid, Exed, 31.16. And that it was given 
asa fign between God and them forever, 
verf.17. And therefore ic is to continue, 


‘and we are bound to obferve ir. Lam 


it doth not follgw. that therefore? it 
fs to continue, much lefs that we who from 
amongft the Gentiles are turned to God, 


AG. 15.19, are to obferve it. For thefe 


expreilions, and others as large as thefe, 
frequently occur with refped to Ordinan- 
ces and Commands of ‘the Law of God, 
which the moft of Sabbath-keepers; fo fat 
asT yet know, account but Temporary4 
and therefore, as fo atcouirited of by them, 
they leave.unto difules.yea, Peint apaind 
them, if not in particular, yee under a 
more general confideration. As toz inftance; 
The Ordinance of the Paffover. faith 

the Lord: to Ifrael, Exod. 12.14, Yau hall 
keep at a feajt unto the Lord throughont your 


generations , fall’ keep it 2 feat by an 
ordinance for ever va! fatute of Ee. 


 ternity, as ic may be read, 


2. The Pricits garments::were to be by 


Matate for ever, Exod. 28.42, 43, And 


the. «abe Airens and 


. re 
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his Sons by a ftatute for ever, Ebap. 29. 
27,28. 

: . The ordering of the Lamp in the Tesi 
bernacle to burn always, was appointed to 
be by a ftatute for ever, Exod, 27. 20, 21. 
Levit. 24- 354. | 

4. The Levites are faid to be chofen by 
the Lord to carry the Ark of God, and 
Minifter unto him for ever, 1 Chron, 15.26 
And many more inftances might be given — 
‘concerning, this word for ever, whereby 
might be fhewed how that it’s only meant 
of the ever of their Church-ftate, according 
toiwhich che particulars mentioned are to 
But fometimes it’s carry- 
ed only to the year of Jubilee, Exod. 21,6, 
Levit. 25. 49, and fometime is meant but the 
ever of a mans life, Gen. 43. 9. and chap. 

32, 1 Sam. 28.2. 

And for the word perpetual, it*s oftap- 
plied to Ordinances appointed only till the 
time of reformation; that is, to the time 
of the expiration of: their Covenant. and 
Church-ftate. As for infiance, 
1. The Priefts. Office was to be Asront 
and his Sons for a perpetual ftatute, Exod. 

29.9. 

2, The incenfe to be burned upon the 
Altar of Incenfe, was to be a perpetual Ins 
ecnfe before the 30-8. 

| The | 
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3 The Shew-bread was to be taken — 
from the Children of Ifrael, by an ever- 
lafting Covenant, and was to be eaten by 
Maron and his Sons, by a perpetual Statute, — 

Levit. 24-.8,9. 

4. And Lattly, Toadd no more, though 
many more Inftances might be given, the 
Lord faith, 1 Chron. 9. 3, That be bad bal- 
loved the boufe which Solomon built, (vit.) 
the Temple at Ferufalem, to put bis name 
there for ever: and faith, his: eyes and bie 
beart fbould he there perpetually. And yer 
according to the prediGtion of the Lord 
Jefus, AZste. 24, 2, there is not left one 
fione upon another which if not thrown 
down: Sothat notwith{tanding thefe words 
of Ever and Perpetual, and others as large, 
Everlatting, @&c. which may and are ufed 
fometimes with refpect to this Sabbaths 
i¢ doth not follow, that therefore it is to_ 
be owned and practifed any more than all 
the reft chat were in. their giving forth, 
clothed with thefe expreitions. 
And the Lord having given us an account 
in his Word, what his Will iss with refpe& 
to this Sabbath, that he yave it to J- 
rael to be a fign between him and them 
throughout their generations which with- 
out all peradventure, reipedts the time of 


their Ciarch-fiete, ' as the many parti~— 
culass 
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culars before minded, given forth with, 
in the fame words, is manifett, now 
by the moft of Sabbath-keepers, left unto 
difule; and. fome of the particulass. by 
fome of them difowned in Print. I fay, 


his Will, with refpect umto it, fo that we 
might judg ic was but a Temporary Ore 

 dinance » it ought quietly to be left unto its 
place, amongit the reft of the Ordinances ap- 
pointed to be only till the time of Refor- 
mation: and neither the World, nor the 
Churches, nor particular perfons, troubled 
with words about it, to the fubverting of 
their Souls, as the Apoftle fpeaks of and 
concerning the legal Preachers, about the 
legal fign of Circumcifion, Ads 15. 24, 
and the obferving the Law, to whom the 
Apoftles gave no fuch commandment. 


SECT. XVIII. 


r Now proceed to the Fourth and Latt 
particular mentioned Scction the 
being one of thofe that gave occafion to 


' my leaving off the pra@ice of this Sabbath- | 
keeping; which was, that I obferved in. 
my fearch of Holy Scriptures, that there was. 
fpoken by the Apotile that great 


the Lord having fhewed hercby what was | 


; > 
~ 
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Chriftian Wwriter,\'the the’ Gene 
tiles, who laid’ the foabditlon® én which 
ethers are to build! that that may fatishe 
any unbyaffed perfon, thag the Churches 
or People of ‘Ofrift fhould noe take up, 
nor yun into! this prictice, 

And firtt that Text, Col 2..16,17, is fo 
full, that canefoe but wonder thit ever 
my felf) oF afiy’man elfe, ‘that. had bue 
read and. conhdered it, “fhoutd run into 
the paactice that Cas T know con- 
ccrniog: the thing) affeQi- 
ons do oft outran their judgments: gow 


wenfei'faith the Apoftle, Let me 


therefore ‘judy yon im meat, or 
drink’) or of a n poly. day, or of 
the Sabbaths. as he ould be reads 
the word days being a ‘Tupply. the Trao- 
itarours, 

- Abd in 173" is given, 
which faith the Alpofile’, of 
things t0'come the as it 
may’ be read: ‘that ‘is, Chrift is the body, 
of all’ thefé fhadows, of ‘one, 
as well as of Yndthers Of the Sabbaths, 
well’ as of the other things: minded in ‘the | 
Texty 

‘And in that. the word is ‘Sabbaths, and 
fhould fo be tedd, not only by it are we 
siven. to underftand the weekly with the | 


An- 


€ 
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Annuals bat the weekly more efpecially; 
by tcafon of its oft occurring: and fre- 
quently is this Title or term Sabbaths gi- 
ven to the weckly Sabbath, as before I | 
minded, and thewed from many places of | 
‘Seripture: and in that Holy day, (which 
re{pects that part, or thofe parts of their 
feats, wherein they kept holy convocations 
and rcefted) and new Moon, isin the Text 
recounted with Sabbaths 5 ic theweth what 
Sabbaths the Apofile intendcth, even the 
weckly, for others are incladed in the other 
Mr. Sallers faith concerning this Text, — 
Col. 2. in page 4 of his Seventh-day Sab- 
bath no Ceremony , That all that can be pro- 
ved from ity # thu, That the Sabbaths there 
fpoken of, which (faith he) are fhadows of 
the body of Chrift, are abolifoed: And this — 
none of us deny, faith he. To which fay- 
ing, of his, T anfwer, 
. As he fpeaks to Mr. Grantham, Page 
the af of his Seventh-day Sabbath no Ce- 
remony, upon the account cf Mr, Grantham 
his putting the Papitts to prove, that any - 
of the Baptized Churches did keep the firtt 
day of the Week under the notion | 
«Sabbath: He there tells him, He might 
have fooke for bimfelf, and bive come off 
with more credit, For (faith Mr, Sellers)» 
in 


/ 
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97,4, | | 

in my knowledg, there are of them that kee 
AP day the notion of 
And even fo I fay to Mr. Sellers, (, cons 
cerning his words, That the Sabbaths {po- 
ken of Col.2, mbich are (hadows of the body 
of Chrift, are abolifhed, which he faith, nome 
of us deny) be might bave {poke for bimfelf, 
and have come of with more credit: For 
judg it was not unknown to him, how 
Pooly and Skipp had tated things in their 
propofitions and qucrics before-mentioned 
in this Difcourfe; and how they profcffed 
to own all the Laws given in Mount He- 
reb, with due regard to time and place: 
and how they fell fuch Sabbath-keepers - 
— that were not of the fame mind with them 
_inall things, Thar it was not to own Nine 
Cominandments, and. after that the Tenth, 
even the Sabbath of the Lord God (as they 
call it) that will take away the Jews ftum- 
bling, while Circumcilion, and generally 
_ all the reft, are thrown away with the cone 
ceit of a ceremony, And 
Whereas Mr. Salers intimates, That 
the Sabbaths fpoken of Col. 2, are fhadows 


of the Body of Chrift, and as fuch are 


done away; the Texte faith not, they | 
were a (hadow of the Body of Chrift , bue 
fhadow of things te. come; but the body 
is Chrift. So that it is not fhadow of his 
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Body; fhadow, he the Body or Sub- 
 ftance;, ee, “which anfwers to that paffage 
Heb. 10.1, For the law having foadow of 
good things to come, and not the very image 
| of the things, &c. Which word image, the 
 Yeafned acquaint us, is by the Syriack Tran- 
flation turned fisbftance , fo that the Law 
had but the fhadow of things, and the 
Sabbaths of the x 46 were a fhadow ; Chrift 
ts the fubltance,*and the Gofpel wherein 
Chritt is held forth, reveals the fubftance 5 
it reveals him who is the fubftance of fome 
the legal fhadows in his perfon; of other 
- fome in his performances, of fome in his 
performances for us without us, and of o- 
ther fome by what he worketh in 
and concerning the Sabbath in queftior, 
as he brings Souls into reft and peace by 
faith in him here, Matt. 11. 28,29. Rom. 
5.1. Heb. 4. 3,4. and gives affurance 
_of eternal reft with himfelf for ever here- 
ater, 27'bef. 1.7. 4.9. | 
And thus the Saints of old not long af- 
ter the Apottles times, judged of legal Sab- 
baths. Exfebius in his Ecclefiaftical Hifory, 
the firft Book, and third Chapter, theweth, 
that they looked upon them as myftical 
Rites, leading unto more {piritual contem- 
plations; hear his words, He delivered un- 
to them of old ( meaning the Jews ) pghon 


ere 


j 

| 
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Servant Moles, after firsit inftitutions, cer-— 
tain figures and forms of a myftical Sabbath 
and Circumecifion , and entrances’ unto - other 
fpiritual contemplations but not the perfed 
and plain myfteries thereof. A paflage very 
comporting‘ with Col 2. 6,17, and 
Heb. to. 1, and ‘others of thé like na- 
ay’ 

2. That Text, Gal. 4. 10,11, is alfo. ve- 
ry full 5 faith the Apofile to the Galtians, 
Te obferve days, and months, and times, and 
years: which paffage reaches to all their 

 feafts and holy-days, whether weekly, or 
Annual, the wordsarefo full. Firft, Days, 
the Weekly Sabbath ot the Law, and of 
the Jews. Next, Months, their new Moons. 


Then Times, their Featt of the Paffover, 


Pentecoft, ec. called Times, Exod. 23. 14, 
19, Deut. 16, 16. And laftly, Years, their 
Seventh year, and their Seven Seventh, or 
Jubilee. thofe were they turned, or 
turning back: For faith the Apoftle, verf? 
25, Tell me, ye that defire to be under the 
And for Mr. Sallers?s ferch, with refpet 
to this Text, page 2, of his Seventh day. 
Sabbath no Ceremony , that the Galatisns 


1 swent back to keep the Seafons they obfer- 


ved then, when they worlhiped tivem, 
which by gature were no gods5 there is 
H 2 no- 
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nothing in the Text or Context to prove 
it: For the matter the Apoltle deals with 
them about, throughout the Epiftle, .was 
their turning back to the Law, Chap.2.3, 
4. chap, 3.2/3. chap. 4.21,24,25- chap. 
1,25 394. chop. 6.12, 13, and he {pcaks 
of their obferving days, and months, and 
_ times, and years, as the evidence thereof: 
And the words Bondage and Elements, chap. — 
4- 95 do refpe& the Elements or Rudi-— 
ments (as it may be read ) of the Law, 
chap, 2° 4. chap. 4.1, 2, 35 againft which the 
Apoiile exhorts them, that fo they might 
not be intangled again, but might ftand 
fait in the liberty wherewith Chrift had 
made them free, chap.§.1. For Circum- 
cifion particularly minded there, would 
bind them over as-Debtors to the whole 
Law. | 
And for the word [( again | it holds 
forth no more than this, that they fhould 
not now turn back to the Rudiments of 
the Law, and of the Jews, now they were 
converted, which they were turned or turn- 
ing back to, feecing they were redeemed 
from Heathenifh Rudiments 3 which (as it 
is very like) they might follow after, be- 


fore their converfion, as days, and months, 


emc. For there is no ground throughout 
the Epifile, for us to judg that they were 
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| turned, or turning back to Heathenith Ru- 
-dimentss but as they had left them :..$o 
the Apoftle would not have them to turn 
back again to the Jewifh, 
3+ That Text, Rom.14,5)6, hath much 


Fe in it to the fame purpofe; where the Apo- 


ftle gives Chriftians to undesftand, that 
obligation Jay on them, but that they 


were at liberty, as with refpect to the ob- 


fervation of the day there intended by the 

Apoftle, Saith he, man efteemeth one 
day above anotlter, another elteemeth every day 
alike let every map be fully perfwaded in 


bis own mind, chide 
And that by the dey, here, he means a 
_ day injoyned in the Law, is clear, in thae 
- itis joyned with meats; which fome by 
of thelegal uncleannefs they thought 
yet remained in them, did deny co eat. Sec 
the 2,3, 14,15,20,21,-verfes. So thetas 
the Apoftics Difcoyrfe .carrits with great 
evidence.to meats, that. in the time.of the 
were unclean, fo doth his.Didcourfe 
carry with as great evidence to aday, 
to. the day that was elicemed holy accord- 
ing to the Law... 


And the Apofil Difcourfe of the-day 
jnequefiion, difcovers, shat ic was a day, 
the day that was_of, great eftcem among 

thofe that obferved it. Saith he, One mam 
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102, 


eteemeth one above “another, &c, 
again faith he, thar regardeth not the 
day; Bc, Note, the it was fome day 
great efteem | with" them that. obferved 
it, which I jadg° were“the Jews, Or fuch 
as were’ Jewithly for ‘they 
alfo denyed to cat meats, and no day was 


in fuck ‘efteem with them as their weekly 


Sabbath cdn find sas is noted that 
word. 19. 19,31. And this is ob- 
{ervable, that che chat ge of ‘weaknels is 
aid them that eftecined ‘the meats un- 
and the ‘day holy which don beefs 
did arife hence, in that’ théré was‘ 
command obligin to its obfervation, or 


to an of thefe things. 


SECT, xIx, 


of: 


4 
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therto I have beer’ what was 
that was “léading to; ‘and ef- 
fective my leaving off the of 
this Sabbath- “keeping. fhall briefly now 
in the: “remaining part of ‘this ‘Difcdurfe, 
foeak fomewhat to falk*of fome 
bath-keepers, about a “command for, and 
examples of this Sabbath-keeping. 
And begin firft, ‘with what Mr. Sillers 
faith, page 10. of his no 
| Now 
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Now all-the world (faith he) koow), dhs 


wany thing, that to whomfoever God gave 
Scriptures, be gave the Sabbath too. Now 

the Ditcourfe Mr Sellers is upon, is of the 
Sabbath its. being given*to’ be obferved, 
whence he would:-infer; that it is to 
be praGifed alfo4 and ‘his words‘are pro- 
duced, as if they had convincing, 
in them to that end, 


>» But alas! who feés not that ees any a. 


thing in affairs of this kind , that this*is 
| weaknefs with a witnefs ? For may it not 
be as truly faid, that ‘to’ whomfdever'God 
_. gave the Scriptures, he gave circumcifion, 
~ he gave the command for eating a Lamb 
for the Paffover , he gave the 
for facrificing Bulls and Goats , ‘he’ gave 
the commands for making a Tabetrnacte, 
| for offering incenfe, for making the anoint- 
Oyl,° for making the Sons of Aaron. 
Priefts, and the Levites' Minifters to wait 
on this Tabernacle-fervice y he gave the feaft 
of unleavened bread; and the feaft- of ‘Ta- 
bernacles, he gave the command to make 
fringes to the borders of the gartients, 
not to Kindle a fire'on their Sabbath, with 
‘all the reft of the fervice down to the leaft 
gota of it ? And whofoever hath ‘now thefe 
Scriptures, have they not all thefe things 
written therein ? And is it not written that 
the 
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Lord. God theth.to be ob- 
Served? Yea; the fame. is fpoken of: all chefe 
in that refpect? as:isfpoken ofall the reft. 
Yea, and. with refpe& to many. of them, 
they were commanded to. obferve them 
throughout: their @s they were 
the Sabbath.s and ‘the words Ever, Perpe- 
tual, &c. added te sheen. as is before thew- 
at large. , 
> So that if what: Mr. “Salers faith, proves 
thing, with refpect ta the: continuance: 
of che practice of their Sabbaths even fo 
it will, and with as much evidence, as with 
refpe@ to all the reft. . And indeed, hither 
doth this principle lead (at leaf) as I have 
: faid -once and again, and proved from their 
_own writings: and thofe of them that are 
not.gane fo far, are cryed out againft, e- 
ven.as they cry, out againft others that 
_dance not after their, Pipe, cc. as 1 have 
noted already alfo, from the 
vand queries of Booly, and Skipp.c. 
_ySo that if they will, but follow. their 
Leaders , and. the. conduad of their own 
principles, we may-fee whither it: will lead 
them, yea, Mr. Sallers words carry as fully 
and clearly to it,.@s any thatever I read: 
For to wbofoever the Soraptures mere given, the 
Sabbath (hefaith) was given too, And fo 
mere all the reft the 
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before? and all that may be ‘of 
alike‘ nature from’ the Scriptures: and-if 
_his: words conclude any thing as to the 
prefent prattice of theit Sabbath, fo alfo 
they will as to all thé ‘eft. So that the 
Reader may‘ fee, that Mr. Salers had ‘no 
need to’ be; fo offended ‘Dr.' Owen, as 
he feems tobe, page’ 7 of his Examination, 
&c. concerning the word: Fudsical for if 
thefe things are not Judaical, or Judaifin, 
nonevcan be: produced to be, i jug Py 
themfelves or others. 
befides what is ‘thus generally 
to this‘thing, ‘we have many things 
in particular, | pleaded by many of this per- 
_{wafion, even as I my fel€ was apt to do 
when through inadvertencic I wandred in 
this path of errour., 
And firft of all, a ‘plewi ‘is: from 
Gen. 2.2, and this ftood tipon by Sabbath- 
keepers, a5 it is alfo by many others; 
the Sabbath was here inftituted, and given to 
Adam to obferve even in bis ‘fate anno- 
cencie. But this is to be remembred® by the 
way, that many, very many learned men, 
as well Jews as Chriftians, do deny this, and 
have given many grounds for their fo do- 
ing. Aadofor many of the Jews,’ (which 
man may modeiily think might, and had © 


caufe to know a as well as moft 
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their Synagogue, or:Bride of their Nation; 
That which God gave! to, them, as he did 
Eve to Adam, and to no others See page 
$7, and go, of Owens Exercitations 
on the Sabbath.,: Though for my part, I 
thiak much of the time and, pains of per- 
fons in refpe& of this: thing, might well 
have been {pared on the one hand as well 
as on the other: For in that, fo little is 
fpoken of it, nothing at all,: with 
 {pe& to Adim’s obferving it, or any of 
the Patriarchs follewipg, down to Mofes 
time; nor the word Sabbath, fo much as 
named in. all the Scripture tothe 16¢b: of 
Exadus, they might have learned from the 
_ Spirits filence, to have been more filent a- 
bout it, as men might alfo in many other 
things : For many of our controverfies 
have. been about things, concerning which 
the Spirit of God hath been wholy filent 
in che Scriptures, at dds 
... And though [ will not deny that Adem 
did keep this Sabbath, in that I do not know 
thet he did not, neither can any man living 
know ‘that he did. not, unlefs ic fhould by 
immediate Revelation be made known unto 
him, in that che Scriptures ¢p¢ak’ nothing 
about it whether-he did or no: Yet1_ 
s@onclude, that che Text ufually prod 


to 


both account it, and: call it the Sponfe iof 
| 
| | 
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to prove it, Mark 2.27, The Sabbath was 
made for man, &c. doth not.prove it. For 
not only is [raed called man, for whom 
it was made, and to whom it was given, 
Deut. 5. 24% but others, even particular 
perfons befides Adam are called (0 frequent- 


‘fy jn Scriptures , as if need were might 
be proved by many Teftimoniecs, But if 
‘it wert’ fo, that Adam kept this Sabbath 
‘in his ftate of innocency (as poffibly he 
might) yec'it'doch not follow that there- 
fore it‘is the ‘duty of all perfons now to 
keep it, as Sabbath-keepers affere. For, 
Martjage was a Paradice-inftitytion, 
yet doth ie follow, that thereforeje is 
the duty of all perfons t6 Marry; a pesy 


fon may forces fQ Masrys and yet not fin, 
if given to Adam in his flate 
of innoctncy, .as poflibly i¢ might, and as 
Sabbath-kecpers afferts yet is this fo far 
from proving it to be the duty of men.new, — 
that it evidently fhews the contrary 
all that profefS the Chriftian Religion, by | 
far as I know (I am fure Sabbath-keeperss 
do) hold, that as Adam had a Covenant | 
fn his ftate of innocency made with him, — 
and in him'with all his feed.5 fo, that this 
_ Covenant was a Covenant of works, and 
the firft, the old Covenant; So 
| 


© 
a 
ot 
} 
{ 


L 108 
the Sabbath were given [0 in that} 


ftate, it muft needs be given to them, as 
‘the reft of that Covenants ‘and that Co- 


venant being vanithed away, the reft of ic 
muft needs ceafe, and it cannot be again 


‘introduced, without an open oppofitian to 
the New Covenant, and the Lord Jefus 
‘Chrift, who hath fealed that Covenant with 


his precious Blood; and to the great pre- 
judice of the Chriffian Religion, which is 


bottom’d upon the New Covenant; and 


the - apparent damage. of the profeffogs 
thereof, as fad experience hath made mi 


nifeft, in the inftances before given. 


Now, as entioned the Scriptures fi- 


lénce. concerning the Patriarchs cbferving 
the Sabbath; éven fo Mr, Stennet acknow- 


Jedgeth , page the 15th of his Ropal Law 


‘contended for: His words there are thefe— 


Though no mention is made of the Pasriarchs 
obferving it, no more than of their Sacrificing, 
and doimg many other things, which is judg; 
ed they did, nitwithitayding we hear nothing 
of them. which patfa his grant cont | 
cerning the Scriptures 


ence 4 out hs | 
matter of fa@, is to be taken’ notice 


and owned, it being not repugnant to the | 
thei And fo ought his words 
bout their facrificings, which he faith ag 


mention is made of, and that we hear no- 
| thing, 


* 
¥ 
é 
| 
# 
ii 4 
t 
he 
te’ 
j 
| 


[ 109 J 
thing of it, and difowned, it being. re~ 
pugnant tothe Scriptures. 

1. In Gen. 4,4, it’s faid, That Abel be 


alfa brought of she firftlings of the flock, and 
of the fat thereof, and the Lord bad refped 
to Abel and bis offering. And in Heb. 11.4 
it’s faid, That by faith Abel offered unto 
God a more excellent -facrsficethan-C ain, 
And 
2. In Gen. 8, 20, it*s faid, Aud Nosh — 
builded an Altar anto the Lord————and 
offered burnt offerings upon the Altar, and 
burnt-offerings were facrifices, Exod. 20.'24, . 
3. The like is faid of Abraham, Gen. 
22.13, That He offired a Ram for a barnt- 
offering. 4 
And 4, it’s faid of Facch, Gem. 46. 1, 
That he came to Beerfheba, and offered {a- 
crifices unto God: So that if this be to - 
hear nothing, @c. of the Patriarchs facri- 
ficings; let the ‘unbyaffed Reader judg. 
And I take the more notice of thefe fay- 
ings, in that it is publifhed to the world 
in a Second Edition of the Book, wherein . 
men are wont to Corre& and amend faults. 
But this paffeth again into the World: 
whereby the Reader may fee how hand © 
over head thefe men write fometimes. 
Which I would have themfelves take no= 
tice of, and there-from learn to judg cha- 
ritably 
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sitably of othets, which may through inad- 
_-vertency fometimes alfo publith things not 
fyiting with the mind of Chrift. The 
which (as Pau! faith in another Cafe, r Cor, 
4.6,) I doin a figure transfer unto 
cat, about my mikes for the Sabbath. 


NEcondly, A Plea is Uda from the Liw 
given from the Mount Sinai, and this 
is concerning it _amongft other 
things, That the Lord Felvas gave it forth, 
and that it the new Coverant: whichI 


fhall briefly give in my exceptions againf. 


Firft, Concerning the Lord Jefus Chrift, 


his giving forth the Law from the Mount 


Sinai, it is not by any means to be ad- 


mitted of: For the Law was given above 


Thirty generations before the birth of Je- 
fus Chrift, Matt. 1. Not that I do deny 


the Pre-exiftence of the Word of God, the | 


fecond in order of fubfiftence of the three’ 


that bare record in Heaven, 1 Fobn 5. 7, 


unto the incarnation: No» God forbid 
that I fhould give way to fuch a thought. ff 
For in the begining was the word, and the 


wird was with God, and she igied was God, 


the was in the with God, all 
| things 
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things by bim, &c. 1. fy 

2,3. And being in 3h form of God, thoughe 
it no robbery te be equal with God, Phil. 


a 2s. 6a. Being the brightnefs of bis glory, and 


| the exprefs image of bis perfom, or Chara@ttr 


of his fubftance, Heb. 1.3. And if it’ be 
granted, that as ‘the Word of God, as God 


with God, he gave the Law, “what is this 


to the purpole, as to the matter in que- 
ftion? That that only will reach the cafe, — 
which is that that on good grounds is ftood 
upon, is, whether Jefus Chrift gave, forth 
the Law ? whether the Som of God incar- 
nate, as he afumed human nature; whe- 
ther the Word made fleth , Fobn I. 146 
God manifefted in the fichh, “Tim. 3. 16, 
gave forth the Law ? Whether the Rules 
relating to worfhip, with the other part of 
the Law, were given to the Church of the 
fews by Jefus Chrift, as-confidered, as be- 
fore is fet down, according to the Teftimo- 
ny of Holy Scriptures concerning him. 
For thus, only thus is he the head of the 
Chriftian Cha rch, And neicher as Priefty 
Prophet, or King unto the Church, is he ~ 
| otherways to ‘be looked upon 5 neither do 
the Apoftles {peak of him as Jefus the Sa- — 
viour, or as Chrift the anointed any other 
ways. And therefore, as they that have 
him not as p Rnus confi dered, have not the 


| 
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Chrift of Gods fo ‘they that have not the 


| Rules of Worthip from him thus eonfider- | 


ed, have not the Rules they pretend to, 
with relation to his worfhip, from Kim the — 
true Chriftof Gods $o that there is equi- 
vocation; in the faying, that Jefus Chrift, 


gave forth the Law, unlefs they intend, as 


is before expreffed 5 and if they do fo in¢ 
tend, then is the affirmation manifeftly falfe: © 

For as fo confidered, the Law was given } 
above Thirry generations; before he was | 
thus brought forth into the World, before 


the Word was made ficth., and dwelt a- | 


mong{t men, @&c. And though a form of | 
Religious Worthip, was prefcribed to the © 
Jewith Church, and given by the Lord to — 
them by the hand of Mofes, who was King | 
in fefourun, yet this was intended to con- 
tinue but until the time of Reformation: 
God the Father referving the full and final 
Revelation of his Will unto this time of the 
manifeftation of hisSon, and that in fome 


efpecial manner with relation to the fer- 
vice that his People flrould offer up to 


But if by way of conceffion, I thould 
give what Ido not grant in this refpe@, | 
what will be the confequence hereof? what 


will Sabbath-keepers gain hereby ? If they 
fay, then th: Sabbath mentioned in Exod. 
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20, &e. is to be looked upon, owned and 
kept , as a command of the Lord Jefus 
Chrift , and fo the controverfic between 
them, "and the moft. of them that profefs. 
chemfelves Chriftiansy would be at an end. 
I anfwer, That then all the reft of the Law 
to the leaf jot and tittle of it, muft be fo 
looked upon, owned and kept : For he 
that gave the one part of the Law, gave 
the other; he that gave the Commandments 
_ Exod. 20) gave all the reft of one fort or 
another: and fo we are on a fudden fallen | 
down in the kennel to Thomas Tillam, Chri- 
ftopher Pooly and their confederates . who 
_ profefs to own all the Laws given in Mount | 
 Horeb, wvith due regard to time and place. 
And then what is become of that, called, — . 
A Faithful Teftiwony againft the Teachers of 
Circumcifion and Legal Ceremonies, &c. {et 
forth by fome Sabbath- againft O- 


ther fome of them. 
Burt if ic be anfwered, That there is. a 


difference to be made between the Ten 
Commandments, and the Cercmonies, Ove. 

I anfwer, That what difference is to be 
made touching the matter of them, is of — 


7 another confideration: what I am fpeaking 


of, is, concerning him’ that gave them forth, 


and the Sssiptures give us to underfiand, 
thet 
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- that he that gave forth the one, gave forth 
the other, and all of them are called the 
~ Law of God; and that ufually called the 
~ Ceremonial Law, is no other than a part 
of the fame Law, the Law being one, 
though it hath feveral parts. 

So, that if upon the account of himthat © 

ave it forth, it is to be owned and pra- — 
Gticed, then is the one part to be owned 

and praCticed as well as the other; and this © 

is to follow the conduct of the principle: | 

= ~~ and they that do fo, live up to their prin- 

iples better than others, that will take 

| _ fome, and leave fome, and mince it as in- 

tereftf{ways them. For if Jefus Chrift gave 

thee Law tt at Mount Si- 

and thee ordinances thereof are there-. 

\upon the ordinances of Jefus Chrift, and 


ny fuch as the Churches of the Gentiles are 
ts, now to obferve and keep; how is ic that 
a fome are owned, and others difowned? | 
qi! Sure there had need be clear Scriptures to | 
q make out this notion, left the hands of 
fuch be firengthened, that caft off the pra- 


Gice of Chrifts ordinances, as fuch things 
with which they have nothing .to do} 
_ though yet they would be looked upon as 
the Difciples of Chrift- 
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And let none be at a ftand upon the 
account of this Difcourfe, queftioning whe- 
ther this will not make void thofe duties 
that we ought to perform toGod and our 
neighbour, according to what is held forth 
in thefe Commandments that are juftly 
deemed moral. For as for fuch Com- 
mands they are not only our duty upon 
the account of the Law of our Creation; 
but they are’ often inculcated in the Gofpe), 
as the duty even of men as men, as well 
as of Chriftians: | 


And it is a defperate reficction upon fe- 
 fusChrift and the Gofpel; that if this no- 
' tion be not admitted of, vz. the Law its 
— being the Rule of our obedience, men may 
turn Ranters,@c. and that it’s the opening 
of a gap toRanterifm. What have weno 
Rules for holinefs from Jefus Chrift, no — 
Rules how to behave our felves, as touch-. 
ing the duties of morallity, from Chriftand 
the Gofpel; yea, I doubt not to fay the 
Gofpel abounds herein, and that with the 
greateft perfpicuity ; And when the Apoftle 
Paul would prefs holinefs on Chriftians, 
he dirc€ts to them the Commandments he | 
had given them by the Lord Jefus, 1 Thef- 
4.1, 2,354, 5,6, 7,8. Concerning which, 


many more inftances might be given, but | 
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that I would not be two prolix. | 


_ The fecond thing intimated, as that that 


begins to be pleaded in behalf of this prin- 


ciple of Sabbath-keeping, is, That the Law 
whence the rule for its obfervation is taken, 


is the New Covenant. 
Ite cannot be denied, but that God gave 


it as a Covenant; and that when he gave 
it, he made ita Covenant with Jfrael, when 
he gave it,:he made it a Covenant be- 


tween himfelf and Ifrael, Exod. 19. 5, 8. 


chap. 24.3,7,8. Deut. 4.13514. ebap.5. 
2,3. Heb.9.1,2,3, 4. And it was aTe-: 


{tamental Covenant, a Covenant confirmed 
by blood, Exod. 24,3, 4,5, 657,8. Heb. 
9. 18, 19,20. And it is alfo certainly 
Clear in the Scriptures, that there are fet 
down therein two fuch Teftamental Cove- 
nants, called the old and the new, the firft © 
and the fecond, Heb. 8.6,7,13. chap. 9. | 
I, 15,18, chap.12.24. And this alfo is 
clear, that the new, the fecond Covenant, 
is the better Covenant, Heb. $.6. And ts 
the everlafting Covenant, chap.13.20- But 
the frit, the old Covenant is vanifhed, or 


7 vanifhment, as if may be read, chap. g. 13. 


And Jefus Chrift is the Mediatour of this 


New, f{econd, everlafting Covenant, chap. 


12.24. And Mofes was the Mediator e 
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the firft, the old Covenant, the Covenant 


of the Law, Gal. 3.19,20. Dext.5.5. 

‘Te is true, fome hold that’this old and 
new Covenant, is but as two Adminittra- 
tions of one and the fame Covenant; yet — 


 withal affirming that the Covenant in that 


way of its Adminiftration from the Moyne 
Sinai, having 4 and live added to it, 
Levit. 18. 5. Gal 3.12. Rom, to. §. Mut. 
19.17, was a covenant of works. This 
way I took, being the more common-way, 
in (peaking of the Covenants in my Book | 
Titled, Divine Oracles. Yet 1 judg, that 
this is not fo f{criptural a way as to affert 
Two Covenants. Though I judg that ma- 
ny that have gone this way, though they 
have delivered their conceptions in fuch 
words, yet have they intended bur the fame 
thing with others : And though perfons: 
fhould not make much a-do with one a-. 


» nother about words, when they agree a- 


bout things; yet fhoutd all indeavovr to 
keep as clofe to the form of found words, 
( which are Scripture words ) as pollibly. 
they can. 

And theScripture fpeaks of Two Coves 
nants, the firit and Second, the New and 
Old, the temporary and everlafting + and 


the Covenant of the Law » the Covenant 
I 3 | from 
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are inftru 


from the Mount Sinai, the Covenant made 


with when God took them by 


hand, to bring them up out of the Land 


of Egypt, was the firfl, the old, the Tem- 


porary, that Covenant that more cominon- | 


| dy is called Covenant of works. So 


that if is tO run counter, or crofs to the 


whole current of Scripture, to ftate and 


plead the Covenant from the Mount Sinai, — P 
(as the Apoftle phrafes it, Gah 4, 24. ) to 


be the new Covenant. And concerning the 
or Covenant from Mount Sigzaz, fe- 


veral things are fpoken in Scripture, that 
five of the nature of it, 
Firft, It’s called aLaw of works, Rom, 
3.27, for the Law called there a Law of 
works, is to be underftood of the Law, as 
Given at Simai ; and as it was given there, 
it was a Covenant, as hath already been 
fully confirmed 5 and thercfore it is a Co- 
venant of works, and fo the firft, the old 
Covenant, and not the new. 
Secondly, The Apoftle tells us, Gal. 3.12, 


That the Law is be of Faith, but the man 


that doth them. thall live in shene thercfore 
it cannot be the new Covenant. | 
Thirdly, The Law, or Covenant from 


Mount Sinai, was confirmed by the blood 
Of Calves and Goats, Heb. 9. 19, 20, 21. 


Exod. 
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| Exod, 24. 5, 6, 7- But the new Cove- 

nant was confirmed by the blood of Chrift, 
Zach. 9.11. Heb. 13. 20. chap. 9. 12 

236 

Fourtbly, ‘The Law or Covenant from 
Sinai, had the Aaronical Priefthood belong- 

ing, to it, Heb. 7.11, 28. chap,8.6, chap. 

AT, 15. 


Fiftbly, The Law works wrath, the Apo= 


ftle cells us, Kom. 4. 15, compare Gel, 3. 
(10, Dent. 27.26, therefore it is not the 
new Covenant, that is called a Covenant 
of peace, Ifa 54. 10, and therefore are 
the writings of the new Covenant, or Te- 
ftament, even the Gofpel, faid to be a Go- 
of peace, Epbef. 16. 15. 
— Sixthly, The Covenant from the Mount 
Sima, genders to bondage, Gal, 4. 24, 
therefore it cannot be the new Covenants 
for that tends to liberty, Fobn 8.36. Gal. 
5.1. And it’s the great duty of Chriftians 
to ftand faft in that liberty wherewith 
Chrift hath made them free, and not to be 
 entangicd again with the yoak of bondage. 
And what the Scripture ? Caft out the 
bondwoman and her fon, &c. Gal. 4. 30. — 
And for legal yoaks, Peter tells us, AG. 
45. 10, that neither they nor their Fathers 
were able to bear 5 bei though it feems 
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to carry to circumcifion, yet it carries to 
"hat no other way, then as by ie they were 
bound over to do the whole Law. ig 
theretore the Apoftles, and Elders, eve. 
Aft. 5.24, thus fpeak of the matter lies 
debated upon. For as much as we have 
beard, that certain which went out from us, 
have troubled you with words, [nbverting your 
Souls, faying ye mult be circumcifed. and keep 
the law. So that it was not barcly their 
Circumcilion, but the keeping of the Law, 
the legal Teachers drove at: and this keep- 
ing of the Law, was a walking, after thcit 
cultoms, 4.21.21. And one of the cu- 
ftoms was this Sabbath-keeping I have been 
difcourfing about, Luke 4. 16. 
Seventbly, The L aw given atMount Si 
wai, cannot be the new Covenant; for © 
that the new Covenant which was confiem: | 
ed of God in Chrift, which was the new 
‘Covenant, was Four hundred and thirty 
years before the Law was given at, of 
from the Mount Sétai, as the Apoiile 
(peaks, Gal. 3.173 not but that ic was 
of an clderdate too: but in that place of 
(Gal, 3.17, the Apottle fpeaks no other- 
ways of it. 
And it it be objeéted, That if the Co- 
venant confirmed of God in Chrift, which | 
wag 
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was the fecond or new Covenant, was 


Four hundred and thirty years before the 
Law was given, as a Covenant from the 


Mount Sinai; that then the Law, rc. 


cannot be the firft Covenant. I An{wer, 
1. That the Scriptures exprefly call the 
Covenant from Sinai, the firft Covenant, 
Feb. © 1, '3, 3,4, 18, 19,20,21. And 
this, there ought to be no sifing 
‘a As God made a Covenant with Adam 


in his eflate of innocency, which Covenant 


was a covenant of works, ‘a covenant of 
doing, tor life: So this covenant from the 
Mount Sinai, was a Covenant of doing 
for life, and fo a covenant of works, Lev. © 
18. 5. Gal, 3. 12, and therefore was the 
fame with firft covenant. For there 
were Not two covenants of doing for life, 
and fo of works, cxc. So that the cove-. 
nant from Sinai, was the firft or old co-— 
venant, even a covenant of works, as the 
, covenant made with Adag was; ‘only it 
was as the Second Edition of that. firh 
covenant : And the defign of the All-wife 
God in this, towards this people, in re- 
newing or reviving this firft covenane, 
was to keep them under Tators and Go- 
vernors until his appointed time for the 
Biving 
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giving forth of his Son, Gal. 4: 1, 2, 3, 


5- 
But it is further obje@ed, That Ifrael 


was not in a condition, being finners, to 


Ihave fuch a covenant made with them. | 


Axfwer , This hinders not, but that the 
e=verant might be a covenant of works, 
and fo the firft: For both. they and all 
other men had been in a condition, in 
Adam their representative? to have fucha 
covenant made with them. And though 
they , and others had through their 
own default, in their firft Parents, loft 


yet had not God loft his power or right 
of commanding and injoyning: and as he 
did, even fo he might juftly require at theis 
hands obedietice, according to the tenour 
Of fuch a covenant 5 not but that there 
was a defign of grace end mercy couched 


init, That they being made to fee their © 


own wretchednefs , by reafon of fin and 


the fall, might be carried forth to look 
after, and long for him that was to come, — 
by whom the breach might be repaireds | 
by whom the Law might be fulfilled, who © 


undertaking in mans behalf, he doing in 


mans name and nature, yca, in his room and 
ftead, 


their power, fo to obey as they ought, 7 
according to the tenour of that covenant; — 
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ftead, “what man could not do to jufifica- 
tion, man might have his rightioufnefs 


(Who is the end of the law for rigbteouf- 


nefs, to every one that believeth, Rom. 10.4.) 
imputed.to him, that fo he might have 


joy and peace through believing, Phil, 1369. 


Rom. 4. 6. chap, 15. 13+ 


But ic’s further obje@ed, if the Law be 
done away as a-covenant, yet it’s not done 


away as a Rule, Ove. 
Anfmwer, It was not given to Vrael from. 


the Mount Sinai, as a rule of righteoufnefs, 

diftin@ from its being given as a cove- 

fae It was given as a rfile of righte- 
u 


(nefs, as it was given as a covenant; 


and it being done away, or vanifhed as a 


covenant, as the firft, or old covenant 5 it 


cceafes to be a rule in the way of that: co- 
venant : Not but that whatever may be 


jufily deemed perpetual, is injoyned by Je- 


fus Chrift, who is made head over all things 


to the church, and fo it remains as our 
duty, @-. and not only fo, but the very 
Law of cur creation binds us to it, and 


‘the performance of it. 


It is alfo obje@ed, That here is mercy 
promifed in the covenant of the Law, or 
the covenant from Sinai, Exod, 20, 63 


therefore "tis the new covenant. 
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Aufiver, Though there be the promife 
‘of mercy there, under fome particular re. 


{pect yet doth it not prove it to be the 
new covenant. The covenant made with 
Adam, is acknowledged to be the fit, the 
old covenant; and in that eftate he fiood 
in. his innocency, even whilelt he kept co- 
venant with God y there was in Paradice 


where he was placed, the Tree of Life, 


holding forth mercy to him upon his o- 
~ bedience; as there was the Tree of Know- 
ledg of good and cvil, for a tryal of his 
obedience : And the Lord Jefus Chrift mi- 
king promife of bellowing mercy upon 
his overcoming people, to this very thing, 


Rev. 2. 7, To him that overcometh, wil I | 


five to eat of the tree of life, which is in 
the midjt of the paradice of God ; intimating 
hereby, that mercy was held forth in this 
Symbole, &c. 

Secondly, The mercy promifed in Exod. 
20.6, is promifed upon obedience 5 and 
the covenant being the firlt, the old co- 
venant, it refpedcts obedience in the way, 
and according to che tenour of that covc- 
nant, which was to be perfonal, perfect 
and aniverfal Obedience, without which 


the Curfe would overtake, Dewt. 27, 26. 


Gal. 3. 10, and there could be no redem- 
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ption from it, but by him that was to do 


the duty the Law required, and fuffer the 
penalty it threatncd, Gal, 3, 11, 12, 43, 


who having done according to the terms 


of .that covenant, hath put a final end to 
it, Kom. 10. Eb. 8. 13. chap. 


Thirdly, ie was of Gods goodnefs and 


mercy to man, to make ahd cnter into 


covenant with man 5 yca, though the co- 


venant were a covenant of works, God 
might being the Creator, being he that 
gave toman life, and breath, and all things, 
have rcquircd and expected, that man as 
his, creature, according to the very Law 
his creation, fhould yield unto him all 
due obedience, though he had not entred 
into covenant with him, to have rewarded 
him in his fo doing: But now, in that 
God fhould {o condefcend, as tomake and 
enter into a covenant with man, which as 
it had threatnings cnwraped in it upon his 
difobedience, 2. 17, fo thereby was 
held forth to him blefling upon his obe- 
dience; this fhews that there was mercy, 
&c. in this way of Gods dealing with 


him; yea, though the covenant was a 
covenant of works, as the firft covenane 
was; fo thac the promife of mercy 


proves 
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@ proves not prefently the covenant, wheres 
in in fome particular refpect mercy is 
-promifed, to be the new or fecond coves 
nant, the covenant that more ufually now 
is called the covenant of Grace. 
TEL thoughe it {eafonable, 1 could give 
fo many inftances concerning the cove- 
nant from the Mount Sinai, its being the 
firft, the old covenant, and ‘fo a covenant 
of works , that would make the prefent 
work {well to a great Volume, even from 
all forts of perfons almoft, profefling the | 

Chriftian Religion; but I fhall only mind 
one or two, and fo pals on to what re- 
mains. 

a. Henry Ainfivortl that worthy man, 
in his Annotations on the 25th Pfalm, : 
{peaks thus; There be (faith he) two prine 
cipal Covenants, or Teftaments: The firft, 
that which Ged utile with our fathers, whee 
be brought them out of Egypt, the fam 
whereof wav contained in the Ten Command- 
wr ren by the finger of God, Deut. 

4. 13. _xod. 34. 28. 1 King.8.21, ond | 
she otber Laws written by Motes in a Book © 
called the Book of the Covenant, 2 King. 23: 
2. Exod. 24. 4,7. The fecond Ciapnsale 
that mew Tetamental bond. mhich God 


bath made with ws in Chritt, eftablifbed upon 
| besten 
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oromifes ; and confirmed by the bleed 
and death of Chriff the Teftator, as the ee 
Covenant was by the blood and death of Beatts, 
Luk. 22. 20. Heb. 8. 6,8. ar 9. 16, 17, 
1B, 

2.) Mr. Steanet {peaks thus, in the firft 
page of the Second Edition of his Book, 
Titled, The Royal Law contended for. Af- 
ter the firlt Tables were broke, which I fup- 
pefe Cfaith he) did fignifie the Iraslites 
breaking of the firft Covenant, for Mofes 


brake them upon that account, they having 


T. made a Golden Calf, and {> had broke the 


Commandment, So that the covenant from 
Mount Sinai, to the which his words par- 
ticularly relate , is by him called the firft 
covenant 3 and ‘if the tirit, chen not the fe- 
» cond, then not the new; for the fecond 

and the new arewne and the fame cove- | 
nant, as the fir/t and:the old are one co 
venant, or the fame. covenant: So that by 

what hath been offered in this {peat, 
is manifelt , that the notion of 2: Law 
its being the new covenant, is a ground- 
lefs notion, and will by no means ferve at 
this dead lift, to prove the kecping, of the 
Sabbath of the Sinai-covenant, to be the 
duty of the Chriftian Church, who fiand. 
related to God in Chrift, in the way of 
covenant. And 
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_« And for the Sabbath its being injoyn- 
ed Ifrael before their coming to Sixsai, 
od. 1.6, whhitch is alfo pleaded fometimes 
_ as a ground for its prefent obfervation, it 
proves nothing: For the feaft of the 
Over was injoyned them before their com- | 
too Sinai, well as the Sabbath, and 
hla rations by an ordinance for ever, Exod. | 
hha 12.17. But the ever there minded, was © 
ever of the legal miniftrations © 
| | and fo is ‘the ever of their Sabbath to be | 
wnderftood, as hath been already fhewed. 
ae And for what I my felf fometimes infifted 
as others ftill are ready to do, viz, 
off Nehemiah, David, Gc. it 
=) proves nothing at all; for they living in 
ff the Tegal miniftration, it was 
= it all the reft of the Law that God gave © 
| them to obferve: and therefore in © 
119, he faith, That be efteemed all 
4s Gods precepts, ftatutes, judgments, &c. and 
| | hated every falfe way. Not only did he | 
)  _ efteem one part, but the whole of the Law, 
as was his duty in his day, &c. So that 
if what he did or faid, will prove ought 
as to the Sabbath, fo it will as-to all the 
reft; which yet thofe I am moftly con- 
cerned 
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cerned with, will not allow, &c. 
And for what the Prophets {pake con- 


cerning the obfervation of this Sabbath, 
as Ifa, 56, and other places of like im- 


port, it relates to the practice of the. 
ews and Profelites, in that day, even 
when their burnt: offerings and their fa- 
crifices fhould be accepted upon the Altar, 


Ifa. 56.7. and then when new Moons, 


as well as Sabbaths were to be obferved, 


‘SW fa.66.23.. And fo far are the Prophets 


from foretelling by the Spirit of Prophefie, 


of the continuance of this Sabbath, thae 


they in the (pirit of Prophefie acquaint us 
with the ceafing of it. Hof. 2. 11, Iwill 
alfo caufe (faith God by his Prophet there) 
all her mirth to ceafe, ber feat days, ber 
new moons, and her fabbaths all ber 
folemn fealts. “Thus the Lord {peaks con- 
cerning the Jewifh Church, aad her Feafts 
and Sabbaths, S> that well might 
the Apoitle Paul fay as he did, Col. 2. 
16,17, Let no man therefore judg you in 
meat, or in drink, or in refpedt of an boly- 
ays or of the new moon, or of the fabbaths, 


ich are a fhadow of things to come; but 


the body (or fubftance) Chrift, And (as 
before is: fomewhat fpoken to ) the fame 


Apoftle tells the Galatians, That be was 
K afraid 
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afrsid of them, let be bad beftowed upon 


them labour in vain: For that they 


ebferved days, and months, and times, and | 
«years. 


Hat was bricfly offered to confi- 
deration, in the former 
from the Law given from Mount Sinai, 


and the times preceding and fucceeding, 
to the time of Reformation, I comprifed © 
under two heads more generally. I thall 
now procecd to fpcak fomewhat to the 


things pleaded from the Gofpels from 


the words, &c. of Jefus Chrift and his 


Apottles. And I begin firft with that 
Text Matt, 5. 16,17, Gc. whence many 
infer, that Jefus Chrift fpake of the Ten 


' precepts only, and that not a jot or tittle | 


of thofe commands fhould pafs away, till 


fulfilled, and therefore not a jot or tittle 
of it is pafled away; and fo not the et 


all things are fulfilled and that all things q 
in the Law and the Prophets are not yet — 
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age 
bath given there to the Jewith Church. 
Thus, or to this purpofe, I my felf fome- 


time ‘pleaded, ce. To the which, I give 


this brief. Anfwer: 

_41i That by the Law minded by Jefus 
Chrift, there is not intended only the Ten 
Precepts, mentioned Exod, 205 but the 
_ whole Law, or the Law under a more 
general confideration, yca, even to Altar 
_ and Offerings, &c. is manifeft,; and may 
be obferved by the word of the Lord 
Chrift, Verfe 23, 24. And alfo in werfe 
31,32, touching the Bill of Divorce. And 
fo alfo, 

2, It’s manifefty that feveral things, as 
parts of the Law, minded there by Jefus 
Chrift, are done away 5 as the Altar whi- 
ther they were (oO bring their gifts, as al- 
fo thofe gifts they were to bring to the 
| Altar and to offer thereon, the worthip 


> of God now not confifting in fuch fers 


vices and obfervations, Heb. 9.9, 10. ebap. 
9, which will doubtlels be acknow- 
| ledged by all Chriftians of what perfwa- 
 fion foever, except fome Sabbath-keep- 
which whether they may be called. 


_ Chriftians or no, is to me a great que=: 


ftion fuch as Thomas Tilam, Chriftapber 
Poolyy and their confederates, who hafe | 
K 
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pretended to go to Canaan to feck an in- 
heritance there, and again to fet up thefe 
oblervations, &e. And the Bill of Di- 

—vorce minded before, which the Lord Jes 
fus faith Mofes for the hardnefs of the 
Jews hearts gave them the precept of and 
fdr, Mark 10.5, is alfo made void, 1Cor, © 
-9.12+.: Gol, 3, 19. But yet none of thefe © 
things; .or any others that are paffed or © 
done away, did pafs; or were done away, | 
till they were fulfilled’ in and by Jefus 
Chrift;: fo that the whole Law being in- © 
tended by Chrift, Matt..5, and the moft 
of Sabbath-keepers leave unto difufe the 
moit part thereof, as nothing concerniug 
them as to prefent practice; on the fame | 
grounds they go upon in their fo doing, | 
do Band others deny the obfervation of © 
the Sabbaths for Jefus Chrift intended no 
more bet their continuance, till che fulfile 
ling ot them. Yet.further, I fay, F do 7 
not. judg: that Jefus Chrift did come to | 
detipoyithe Law, but td fulfil it; not to 
deftroyit;;no noe inthe leatt of its 
not. to deftroy it, tb fo fmall a matter.as 
abtach of ‘rhe Tabernacle: For whatfoevet 
sas written aforetime, was written fer ont 
 dearming, Rom. And though 

Apoittle minds more efpecially ‘ 
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there, yet doth it hold alfo as with re- 
{ped to other things, things relating to’ 
practice in the worfhip of God: For by 
thefe things we may know that God in 
former ages hath required obedience of 
his people, and that in matters of his own’ 
appointment, though feemingly very fmall: 


he hath required their attendance upon 
him; fo that in thefe particulars, and o- 


thers alfo, the account we have in Scrip- 
ture of Gods requirement with reference 
to his worfhip, may be, is, and will be 
ufeful to his people while any live upon the 
carth: So that though it remains not to 
us to practice the fhadows of the Law, 
now the fubftance of them is comes yet 


' are we not toaccount them deftroyed, fo 
- as that we fhould reckon them to be of no 


ufe at all to'us. And 

2, Though an improvement is indea- 
voured to be made of that Text, Mark, 
3. 27, 28, yet with no better fuccefs than 
the former; for as for the Sabbath its : 
being made for many it’s not denyed, for 
it was made for, | given to who 
were called man, as I fhewed above from’ 
Deut. 5.24, And the Text wherein they 
are thus termed, relates to the time when’ 


the Sabbath was given them, &c. And’ 
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ase 


for the Lord Jefus Chrift his being faid 


to be the Lord of the Sabbath, it proves 
mot the continuance of it; for the bare 
Title cannot be once imagined by men of 
seafon and fenfe, to prove the truth of 


" the thing: For then many other things — 
_ follow, of which in Scripture he is faid — 


to be Lord; and for initance, the Temple | 
that was once at Ferufalem, of the ree | 
building of which, Pooly and Skipp {peak © 
in their propofitions, &c. muft be owned 
and pleaded for, as that he is Lord of, and 
fo ought to have been continued, &c. 
for he calls it his houfe, Matth. 21. 13, 
and it’s called his Temple, Mal. 3.1, and 
the Temple of the Lord, 2 King. 23..4¢ | 
But yet he faid, Matt. 24. 2, that there 7 


fhould not be left one Stone upon 
ther, &c. And though after its deftruGi- 


on by Zitus, the Jews thought to have 
rebuilded it apain under Fulian, yet were | 
they difappointed, and their works de- © 
firoyed; fo though there have been, and | 
yet may be fome indeavours to eftablifh | 
this fhadowy Sabbbath on its old foun- 
dations (for no new foundation is laid | 
for it by Chrift ‘for the Chriftian 
Church to build upon), Iam abundantly 


fatisfied, that the work will be deftroyed, F 
though 
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though fome of the perfons labouring in 

it will be faved, but yet fo as by fire, 
x Cor, 3. 15, and the words of Jefus.— 
Chrift, Therefore the Son of man is Lord 


the Sabbath; are not fpoken by him 


as leading to the continuance of the ob- 
fervation of it, but rather to the contra- 
ry, as whofocver doth with an unbyaffed 
{pirie confule the Context, will foon fees 
but if he had intended by his words, to 
have fignified the continuance of it, yet | 
may it not be thought he intended it 
for any other perfons, of for any longer 
time than was defigned, when it was 
given to Ifrael to be a fign to them 
throughout. their generations, of which [ 

have already f{poken in this Difcourfe. © 
And Thirdly, For that Text, Mutt 24. 
20, But pray that your flight be not in the 
winter, meither on the Sabbath-day, it 
hath as little in it, as any of the reft, for 
the proving it the duty of the Chusches 
of the Gentiles, or Chriftian Church, &c. 
For 1. the Word is fpoken to fuch as 
were Jews, or fuch as were profclited to 
‘them in the time of their Church-ftate, 
and it relates to them in a matter where- 
in only they were to be concerned, as the 
 deftruction of fFerufalem, and {cattering of 
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‘that people, for their filling up the mea. 
fure of their iniquity in their crucifying 
of the Son of God, and in that no time 
is limited by Jefus Chrift, with refpect to 
this matter, though it happened fometime 
after his death. We have no ground 
from Scripture, to ftretch this word con- 
cerning the Sabbath, any further than was 
intended in its being given to Jrael, 
when it was given to them to be a fign 
to them throughout their generations, 
which was intended to be only till the 
time of Reformation; as I have fhewed 
Section the 16th, And 

2. There is ground to judg that the 
Lord Jefus. had refpect unto his Difciples, 
(fo far as they may be thought to be 
concerned herein ) upon the account of 
the envious Jews perfecuting of them, if © 
they fhould be about to leave Ferufalem | 
upon their Sabbath, they being a people 
that lived in fhadows, ‘having refufed the 
fubftance, as they doto this day. And 
Jefus Chrift himfelf had had a tafteof their 
envinus zeal herein, as is fignified to us | 
in 5. 16- And his followers met. 
with no better entertainment from them, 
when they did but fuppofe that they had 
made a breach upon their legal rise 
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Aits 21. 27, 28, 29. Yea, the believers 
among them did fo ftifly adhere unto their 


legal cuftoms, that they were ready to; 


think hardly of Paul, for his not fo ftifly 
_adhereing to them as they. And 

3. For the practice of Jefus Chrift, ie 
proves nothing as for our practice of ‘the 
thing 5 for as he was made of a Woman, 
and made under the Law, fo it did ap- 
pertain to him to keep the commands 
thereof; and therefore did he keep the 
paffover, &c. which yet is not our duty 
to obferve; yea, he was circumctfed, Lak, 
2. 21, and fo became a debtor to do the 
whole Law, Gal. 5. 3. And whereas it — 
is faid, Luke 14. 16, As bis cuftom was, 
be went into the fynagogue on the fabbath. 
&c. It holds forth no more to us than 
this, That he was obferving, as his duty 
» was, of legal cuftoms: This Sabbath-. 
keeping being one of their cuftoms, 

And for the Apoftle Paul, and any with 
him, or any befides him, ‘their going a- 
mongft the Jews or Profelites on the Sab- 
bath, either into thcir Synagogues, or to 
any other place; it is not once minded as 
that he did do fo to keep the Sabbath; 
‘But in that. they ¥ were to Preach the Go- | 
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to every creature, and the Word was 
f  firft to be Preached to the Jews, and 
® their Affemblies were held upon the Sab- 
bath, necetlity required that they thould 
then attend the opportunity for the di- 
fpatch of that fervice. And when they 
were hardened, and belicved not, but 
_ fpake evil of that way , the way of the 
Lord before the multitude, he departed 
from them, and feparated the Difciples, 
 difputing dayly in the School of one Ty- | 
ranus: And this continued by the fpace of 
two years, &e. Ads 18.9, 10. And in 
the whole paffage concerning his proceed, 
though the Text tells us that it continu- 
ed two years, yet there is no mention of his 
meeting upon one Sabbath, nor fo much 
as the day named in the place; fo that 
though he did go into the Jews, as is 
faid here, and that it was his manner fo | 
to do, as is faid, Ais 17.2, neceflity re- 
quiring him fo to do, that he might 
attend the opportunity in the Affembiy, 
| for the Preaching Jcefus unto them yet. 
when he feparated the Difcipies fiom them, 
~we hear nothing more of them «as. con- 
cerning their 2fembling together, to carry 
on the folemn worthip ot Chriit jcius on 
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SECT. 


"N the former Section it hath been 
L minded, how that though mention is 
made of the Apoftles going into the Syna- 
gogue of the Jews on the Sabbath-day, 


_ that he might Preach Jefus Chrift to them; 


yet when he feparated the Difciples from 
them, we hear no more of him, as con- 
cerning his convening the Chriftians to 
wait upon the Lord in the practice of 
his inftitutions on that day. So alfo is 
minded in this Section, How that contra- 


ry hereunto, as the Chriftians affembled | 


together on the firft day of the Week to. 
wait upon Chrift in his Ordinances; fo 
the Apofile affembles with them. Ad, 
20. 7, And upon the firft day of the week, 
when the Difciples came together to break 


bread, Paul preached unto them, being ready 


to depart on the morrow, &c. In the 6th 
verfe, it’s faid he abode at Troas Seven- 
days, and no mention is made in the leaft 

of any meeting with the Difciples til rar | 
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shat one bread. 


Ego 


firft-day of the week; but then the Di- 


{ciples coming together to break Bread, 
Paul preached, &c. The words hold 
forth the Chriftians mecting as their pra- 
Gtice, without a refpe& unto the Apoftles 


being among{t them at prefent. Not that 


the meeting was occafioned by the Apo- 


files being there, or upon the fcore of | 
his departure on the morrow: But ra | 


ther that it was the day of their Church- 
mecting » and Paul being there, attends 

on the Lord and his fervice among 
them, manifefting thereby his owning of 
them in their proceed, &c. And their 
coming together was to break bread, to 


-earry on that Ordinance of Chrift, where- 


in is manifefted, as in the way of the 
practice of an ordinance, the union of a 
Church of Chrift: As Paul faith, 1 Cor. 
30.17, For we being many, are one bread, 
and one body, for we are all partakers of 

So that we have here the practice, and 
fo the example of an inftituted Church of 
Jefus Chrift; and of joyning with them 
in their practice of meeting together, and 
carrying on the folemn worthip of Chrift, 


the (celebration of the mytteries of his 
death, &e, And fo his example a 


Ifo, the 
Apofile + 
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Apoftle Paul, the Apoftle of the Gentiles, 
who was sscheieha and did lay the 
foundation both .as to Faith and Pra- 
Gice, on which, and according to which, 
the Servants of Jefus Chrift are to build 
and practice all along the Gofpel mini- 
ftration. And as joyning with him, and | 
them, Sopater of Berez 3 and of the Thefz 
falonians, Ariftarchus, and Secundus; and 
Gaius of Derbe, and Zimothens and of 
Afis, Tychicus and Trophimus, as we may 
read Adis 20. 53 feveral of which. ¢ if 
not all of them ) were right worthy Go- » 
fpcl-Minitters , Ephef. 6. 21. 2 Tim, 4. 
2, 5. And though the Apoftie was in 
hafie in this journey, as thefe words 
in the Text import, Being ready to depart 

on the morrow, Abts 20. 7, and thofe in 
Verft 16, For be bafted, &c. Yet he fer- 
teth not ‘forward on his journey till the 
firft day of the Weck be pail; nor until 
with the People of Chrift he had waited 
on Chrift in his folemn worthip, in that 
folemn feafon, though he had been there 
Seven days, ac, | 

So that we have here the example of 
the Primitive Chriftians, the Church of 
Chrift at Troas, and with them an Apo- 


ftolical man, -¢ven Che Apofile of theGen- 
tiles, 
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tiles, with fevcral other Gofpel-Minifters 
of feveral parts of the World, for our. 
 Affembling together to cellcbrate the Or- 
 dinances of Jefus Chrift, and to carry on 
his folemn Worfhip on the firft day of the 
Week. And fuch examples have the - 
force of a Precept in them 5 yea, we 
have the Apoftle in the Spirit of Chrift, 
injoyning the People of God fo to walk, 
as they had him for an example, Pdil, 3. 
17, which refpects fuch examples that are 
pollible for us to follow him in; and that 
had no-reafon annexed to them, or ime | 
plyed in the practice of them, relating 
to things in a former difpenfation, which 
will not now hold to us, de. Such exe | 
amples are we to follow our Apofltle in, 

and they have the force of a Precept in ~ 
_ them, yea, placed upon the head of them,._ 
by the Apofile, who had the mind of — 
| And in 1 Cor. 16. 2, we have the A- 
laying before the Chriftians their 
duty in their communicating unto the 

neceflities of their poor Brethren; which 
as it was feafonable to be done, when | 


they came together to wait upon the 


Lord in the way of his holy inftitutions, 
being then in the fweeteft fpirit moft 
ufually 
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ufually for the difpatch of fuch Services : : 
So he ftates the time, viz, on the Firh ‘ 
day of the Week, &c. on which day, as 
Alls 20. 7, ( the Text before infifted saa 
the Chriftians did come together for fuch 
-anend. 
And though I did in the time of my 
darknefs shar wandring, as many yet do, — 
feek evafions as with refpe@ to the Text.) 
Atts 20. 7, which I will not now (pend 
time about the conlideration of; being 
{atished, that what is before laid dowa 
from it, is diretly the mind of the Spi- 
rit of Chrift in it: So alfo did I, and | 
yet do others as concerning this Text, 
1 Cor. 16. 2, intimating, that becaufe the 
) Chriftians were to communicate as God | 
had profpered them, &c. therefore 
mult needs concern themfelves in fecular 
affairs, a work that’s unfit for fuch a 
day-\ "that is to be obferved to the 
Which evafion hath fo much weaknets 
in it, that 1 am afhamed of it, as I am 
of ali the reft of fuch a nature in my 
Book of the Sabbath. For if I am to 
communicate to the relief of the Poor, 
and to do it as God hath profpered me, 


and that on obicave to the Lord, 
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may I not the day before, or in the days 


before, when I am concerned in my fe- 


cular affairs, judg what is proper for me 
to do, according to the occafion and my 
capacity ? and {fo having prepared , ac- 


-Cordingly difpofe my benevolence, as God 


hath profpered me? Yea, doubtlefs this 

may be done not only as well, but better 
on the day, or days prececding the day 
of the Affembling of the Church together 
( which as was proved before, from Ads 20. 
7, wasthe firft day of the week ) than 
on the day in. which they do fo Af 


femble. 


“And as fome of the learned acquaint 
us, unto this the Text more clearly ree 
lates, for that it may be read, Again — 
the firft day of the weck, let every one 


of you lay by him in ftore, &c. the 


which they having done according to 


the Apoftles direGtion , they might then 


conveniently difpofe it; it being a fit fea- 
fon for fuch a fervice, when they come tO- 
gether to wait upon the Lord. 

And that that offers it felf as obferve 
ble in the Text,: concerning the Apoftles 
mentioning, this day, and propounding 
this fignal fervice to be done on it, 1s 


this, That this firft day of the week, be- 


ing 
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| 
ing the day on which Jefus Chrift 
from the dead, was a noted, known, and 
acknowledged ‘day among Chriftians . be- 
ing a day on which they were ufed to 
Affemble together, for the performance of : 
fuch fervices Chrift required, of which 
this is not the lealt, to provide for the | 
hungry naked members of Jefus 
|| 
.And this Text of Cor. 16.2, and 
Aits 20. 7) and fome others, as 20. 
19, do proclaim alond , That this day 
was a noted, known, and acknowledged 
day amongft ‘Chriftians ; a day on which 
they affembled together to perform facréd 
Services: So doth that Text alfo of Rev. 
¥ 10, where the Servant of the Lord 
tells us, That he was in the {pirit on the 
Lords day, &c. .And though fome Sab- 
bath-keepers would willingly turn this 
~ over to their Sabbath, yet is not that day 
called any where in Scripture ( thar I 
ean find ) the Lords days ‘neither did 
ever any Ecclefiaftical writer that IT have 
read or heard of, fo'call it: or give us 
to underftand, in wheat they have written 
of the affsirs of the Church, that the 
Chrifians in the Apofiles times, or atrer- 
wards, did ever fo call ir. But the firft 
day 


| | 
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day of the week, we read in many pla- 
ces was fo called and accounted. See 
_Enfebiu, Lib. 4. Chap. 18.19, of the Life § 


0 and the Icarned acquaint 


That Ignatius who lived in the firkt 
| Cen: ury, and who was the Difciple of © 


Fobn the Apoftle, ( who writ the Book 


of the Revelation ) was ufed to call the 


firft day of the week, the queen of days; 


and as it was called the queen of days, | 


and the Lords day from ‘the a 
times 5 fo alfo it was affembled upon, as 
Fobn 20. 19. Ads 20. 7, thew; as alfo 
we read in Exfebius and other Ecclefiafti- 
cal Writers; yea, the Ebiowites that of old 
were accounted Hereticks for their obfer- 
vation of the Law, and the Jewith Sab- 

bath, did celebrate the firft day of the 
| week, as others did, in remembrance of 
Chrifts refurrc@ion. 

So that Chriftians are not without a 


day in their weekly returns, which 
cording to the example of Chriftians in 
the Primitive times, and in the following | 


‘times, they are to affemble together upon, 
to worfhip and ferve their Lord and Ma- 


fter Jefus Chrift: In the which is yielded — 


up that time, which by the Law of their. 
creation, may be Wey deemed to be 


their 
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to them to obferve 
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their due to yield to the Lord of time. — 
They are not without a day in their » 

weekly returns , no more than the Jews 

were in the. time of their Church-itate, 
when they lay under the, obligation of — 
that Temporary command of’ obferving 


their Seventh-day Sabbath, which was gi- 
throughout their 


generations. 
Not that this day i is te 
a Sabbath, with the circ 
Sibbath of the Sinai Co 
it; when the Lord {faid, 
of his place on the Seve 
29, that they 
fire throughout their h 
the Sabbath day, Exod. 
they fhould make them 
borders of their garments. 
upon the Fringe a Ribba 
‘That they might keep in remembrance 
this command with othets. Which par- 
ticulars were commanded by the fame 
God that commanded the obfervation of 
their Sabbath, and fome of them appoint- 
ed to be of the {ame continuance as ae 


- Sabbath, fee Numb. 12. 28. Exod. 31 


» be obferved as 
umflances of the 
venant attending 
let none go oue 
day, Exod. 
hould kindle no 
abitations upon 
35-3. And chat 
Fringes in the 
, and fhould put 
nd of Blue, @e. 
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And the particulars before ft down, did 


“Per unto its due 
| 2 | 
| 


obfervation, ac- 
| cording 
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cording to the declared will of the Law- 
giver; though our half Sabbath-keepers 


(or fcarce fo mech ) will not now take 


notice of them to obferve them ( at leaft 
thofe with whom I have been concerned, 


I fay not Tilam, and Pooly, and Skipp, 


&e. who protefs to own all the Laws gi- 
ven at Horeb with due regard to time 


and place); nay, inftead of doing the 


things before fet down, do quite contra- 


ry: For inftead of not going out of their 


place, they will (fome of them I am fure) 


take a Beaft out of the Stable ( which 


fhould reft as well as themfelves) and ride 
a dozen miles on a Scventh-day in the 
morning 5 and inficad of kindling no fire, 
will have a great fire kindled, with pots 
on, boyling, e&c., though in this-alfo the 
Lord hath fpoken otherways, Exod. 16. 
23, and will again and again make them 
Garments, and not make Fringes in the 
borders of them ; and yet. will condemn 


others for not keeping their Sabbath: But 


happy is be that condemneth not bimfelf in 
that which be doth allow, Rom. 14 22. 
So that Chriftians are in their Serviccs 


to confider on all occafions that word 


Gal.5.1, Standing fait in the liberty where- 


with Chrif bath made them fice, For 
none 
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none of the particulars before fet down 


are annexed tothe day, that according to 
the example of the Primitive Chriftians we 
are to obferve to the Lord. 

Neither hath the Lord Jefus given }i- 


berty, much lefs Authority to his Servants 


to take away the lives of one another up- 
On a failure in this matter. No. He came 
not to deftroy mens lives, Lut to fave them, 


Lake 9. 56. And this he faid, when his 


Difciples acuetcd to him to give them 


leave to deftroy the Samaritans that would. 


not receive him: And, bchold, he is greate 
cr than the Sabbath ever was. 
And whereas a Plea is brought from the 


name Sabbath, as ufed fometime in the | 
New-Tefkament, as refpe@ting the Seventh. | 


day } if no more proves the continuance of | 
this Sabbath, then the name of the Jewith | 


Feafis, Adis 12. 4. chap 20. 16, do prowe | 


the co ntinuance ct thefe times to be. ob- 
ferved by the Chrifiian Church. 

And as fometimes wy venth. day hath 
the appellation of Sabbath given to it; To 


{emetime is it calicd 1 - Seventh- day bare- | 


ly without that. ¢ppcliation pitcn to 
Ficb. g..4. Seo thac these is a5 


fon to cence ludes that it*s not new to be 
accounted the Sabbath, | bus only the Se- 


venth 


| 
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venth day, and fo a bare day, as the o« 
ther days of the week , that are fo to be 


' _ efteemed of, from the Text before fet down, 


wherein it is difrobed of that Appellation, |) 
as there is to acconnt it a Sabbath, in that 
fometimes it hath that Appellation given to 
it. For if the one of thefe expreffions 
barely of it felf will hold weight in the 
balance of the Sanétuary; fo will the o- 
ther with as much reafon and truth. 

I have been as brief and concife in fpeak- 
ing tothe things fpoken of, and to, in this 
SeGtion, as I could : Firft, ‘becaufe I would 
not weary the Reader that hall read this 
Difcourfe, knowing that large Difcourfes 
are apt fo to do, though writ with much | 
evidence of the Holy Spirit and Holy Scrip- 7 
tures. Secondly, In that this was not my © 
principle aimsin what I intended in this = 


Difcourfe. Thirdly, In that fo many able 4 


and Pious Chriftians have written fo clear- 
ly, fully, and unanfwerably upon the Sub- ~ 
both againft the Sabbath commanded 
to be kept by the Jewifh Church; and §@ 


the Chriftian Church in her religious and | ry 
folemn Affemblics. 


‘The E nd, 


for the firft day of the week, obferved by © 
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